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The gradual extension of ethical criteria to economic relationships is an 
historical fact. Economic criteria did not suffice to adjust men to society, 
they do not now suffice to adjust society to its environment. If our present 
evolutionary impetus is an upward one, it is ecologically probable that ethics 
will eventually be extended to land. The present conservation movement 
may constitute the beginning of such an extension. If and when it takes 
place, it may radically modify what now appear as insuperable economic 
obstacles to better land-use. 

Aldo Leopold 

“Very little has been published regarding sacred groves in India, but they 

are, or rather were, very numerous.... These . as a rule, are not touched ! 

by the axe, except when wood is wanted for the repair of religious buildings” 

D.Brandis (1897) 

First Inspector General of Forests of India 
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Foreword 


I think that I shall never see 
A peom lovely as a tree 
A tree whose hungry mouth isprest 
Against the earth’s sweet flowing breast 
A tree that looks at God all day 
And lifts her leafy arms to pray 

A tree that may in summer bear 
A nest of robins in her hair 
Upon whose bosom snow has lain 
Who infinitely lives with rain 
Poems are made by fools like me 
But only God can make a tree 


Joyce Kilmore 


The above poem captures beautifully the spiritual significance of trees. No wonder in our country our 
forefathers chose many important tree species for veneration and worship. There is a saying in Tamil 
that ‘every village should have a temple and every temple should have a tank’. This was a method of 
water harvesting, saving and sharing. Similarly, the concept of sacred groves grew over time when 
some of the important ecological and economic keystones species were conserved in a grove. Unlike a 
botanical garden where a wide range of trees and plants are collected and cultivated for the purpose of 
education and enjoyment, the sacred grove was one method of expressing the gratitude of human 
families to the trees which sustain and support life under a given agro-ecological condition. It is only in 
recent decades that scholars have started systematically chronicling the sacred grove method of insitu 
conservation. 

Each sacred grove is rich in its history. For example, in this valuable compilation of sacred groves of 
Andhra Pradesh, Shri R K Rao, Shri R Rajamani and their colleagues have brought together important 
information on the sacred groves protected in the different districts of the State. The authors have 
rightly pointed out that the legend of Thimmamma Marri Manu, the banyan (Ficus bengalensis) tree 
near Kadiri in Anantapur is heart warming. A simple and noble village housewife who did her duties by 
her family, transfers herself into a big tree and in the villagers’ perception lives on there. The tree has 
grown and villagers have given up their land to accomodate its growth to a point where it is now the 
largest of this species in the world. With modern information technology, we can now convert such 
valuable data into multi-media databases. Careful chronicling will also help us to ensure that local 
communities are recognised and rewarded for their intellectual property contributions in the choice of 
tree species and in their protection. 

We have entered the last few years of this century with the realisation that the pathways of ecologically 
unsustainable and economically inequitable development followed during the previous decades will 
take us to a century of common misery. Excessive consumption of energy, adverse changes in the 
balance between carbon emissions and absorbtion, pollution of air, water and soil, accumulation of toxic 
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and non-biodegradable wastes, destruction of ecosystems (especially forests) rich in biological diversity, 
uncontrolled growth in population in developing countries and unsustainable life styles in industrialised 
countries are all leading to an impending general breakdown of the resource and environmental systems 
which support us. 

The warning signals, include: 

— drying of streams; 

— vanishing forests and associated flora and fauna; 

— intensifying droughts and floods; 

— loss of grazing land; 

— increasing biotic and abiotic stresses affecting agriculture; 

— deteriorationof the quality of air and water; 

— mushrooming of urban slums; 

— explosive growth of rural and urban unemployment. 

It is the poor nations and the poor and the marginalised in all nations who suffer most from such 
environmental breakdown. Nature protection cannot be done without public cooperation and 
understanding. This is why I consider the present compilation by the Andhra Pradesh State Office of 
the World Wide Fund for Nature-India a timely and significant contribution to the spread of public 
understanding of the rationale behind investing trees with divinity, a practice which started many 
centuries ago. 


M S Swaminathan 

UNESCO Professor in Ecotechnology & 
President-Emeritus, WWF-India 
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“Many have construed our dear kinship with the other animals as an affront to human dignity. But any one 
of us is much more closely related to Einstein and Stalin to Gandhi and Hitler than to any member of 
another species. Shall we think more or less of ourselves in consequence? The discovery of a deep connection 
between human nature, all of human nature, and the other living things on Earth comes not a moment 
soon. We are helped to know ourselves. 

In acknowledging our ties of kinship, we are forced to reconsider the morality (as well as the prudence) of 
our conduct wiping out another species every few minutes, night and day, all over the planet. Over the last 
few decades we have caused the extinction of something like a million species-some providing new foods 
some desperately needed medicines, but all unique DNA sequences, tortuously evolved over 4 billions of 
years of the evolution of life and all now lost forever. We have been faithless heirs, squandering the family 
inheritance with little thought for the generations to come. 

We must stop pretending we’re something we are not. Somewhere between romantic, uncritical 
anthropomorphizing of the animals and an anxious, obdurate refusal to recognise our kinship with them ~ 
the latter made tellingly clear in the still-widespread notion of “special” creation - there is a broad middle 
ground on which we humans can take our stand. ” 

P413, Chapter21 “Shadows of Forgotten Ancestors” - by Carl Sagan and Ann Druyan - Arrow Books 
(with acknowledgement) 
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Sacred and Protected Groves of Andhra Pradesh 


I INTRODUCTION 

1. World Wide Fund for Nature India is the largest non-government organisation in the country 
devoted to causes like conservation of the natural resources of the country. Its Andhra Pradesh state 
office and its state committee chaired by Air Chief Marshal La Fontaine decided in January, 1995 to 
take up a project to list the sacred and protected groves of Andhra Pradesh. The idea was to do this as 
a joint effort with Forest Department of Andhra Pradesh Government, Biological Science Departments 
of the Universities in Andhra Pradesh, other NGOs’, experts and, most important, local people and 
communities who have been part of the traditions of protection of groves. It was observed that traditional 
practices and restraints were in danger of breaking down due to the invasion of commercial interests 
and increasing demands of people themselves. Yet these sacred groves were important repositories of 
genetic diversity in differing degrees and their disappearance could bode ill both for the community 

and the State. 


2. The study was undertaken in the knowledge that Andhra Pradesh shared the traditions of sacred 
groves with other parts of the country. The Forest Department here had documented some of them. It 
was also common knowledge that people in the villages of the State in places as far flung as Telineelapuram 
in Srikakulam, Nelapattu in Nellore, Mulkanoor in Anantapur, Uma Maheswaram in Mahboobnagar, 
Kunthala in Adilabad had protected groves or flock of birds and animals for centuries. The legend of 
Thimmamma Marri Manu, the banyan (Ficus benghalensis ) tree near Kadiri in Anantapur is heart 
warming. A simple and noble village housewife who did her duties by her family until she ascended the 
funeral pyre with her husband whom she had tended in his sickness, transforms herself into a big tree 
and in the villagers’ perception lives on there. The tree has grown and villagers have given up their land 
to accommodate its growth to a point where it is now the largest of this species in the world. This 
encouraged a vision that more such places would be there. While there was some trepidation in the 
beginning of the study and doubts about what were sacred groves and how much should be documented, 
the work gathered steam soon when the beliefs and sincerity of the people infected the teams of 
researchers. A sense of urgency overtook all who worked on the study to do something not only to 
bring out some facts about the groves but also to ensure their continued protection. The teams also 
discovered groves with contemporary interest and even new efforts to maintain and create natural 
resources and biological pools. Examples were found in Bobbili Baptist Church and in the Eedga dargah 
in Kurnool. These combined with those protected for several centuries earlier seemed to vindicate the 
judgement that led to the formulation of the study. 


3. This study is an effort not only to document the sacred and protected groves of Andhra Pradesh 
but also to look broadly at measures to conserve them and restore such of them which had lost some of 
their pristine glory to their earlier state. The word ‘sacred’ has been interpreted not in a narrow sense 
of religious belief alone but to cover all places which people have chosen to care for, whatever be the 
reasons. The right interpretation of ‘sacred’ would be that which is held in great esteem or awe and 
hence sacred for people. In this view, the list could also have included places having biological diversity 
even in water spreads like pools, ponds etc but in this exercise the study has covered areas with faunal 
and or floral diversity on terrestrial areas, some of which however may have aquatic features like waterfalls 
and subterranean water flows. 
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4. When this exercise was to be taken up, WWF-AP State Office turned to that farseeing financial 
institution ICICI which recognised that the financial capital is dependent also on the ecological capital 
of the country and sacred groves are facets of the ecological capital. The generous grant of ICICI and 
the wholehearted cooperation of the Andhra Pradesh government through its Forest Department have 
facilitated this exercise. Most of the Universities jumped at this idea, however novel it might have looked 
and have done a good job of it Those who did not respond will no doubt have opportunity to reflect on 
this and take up the important work that has to follow this report in terms of detailed research and 
conservation work. We are beholden to all the experts, forest officers, tribals, citizens and villagers who 
have helped us in this compilation. We are particularly grateful to all those from the University system 
who did the field work against odds and on a tight schedule. The Advisory Committee which monitored 
the proposals of the project helped to ensure the study was completed in tune with the objectives and in 
a reasonable time frame. 
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Background and Methodology 

1. A reverence for all forms of life, human, animal or plant, characterises our ancient thought and 
continues to this day as a legacy laced with spirituality, humility and recognition of the importance of 
the elements and nature. When invoking peace (Shanti) on different forms of life, animate and inanimate 
things, the prayers include even venaspoteye (plants and trees). The recognition of not only 
interdependence of life forms but also their value for each other led to the evolution of sciences like 
Ayurveda Thus, sanctity attached to places where nature was at her effulgent best displaying tremendous 
beauty, diversity of life and conservation of the elements of fresh air, water, soil, fauna and flora was 
both spiritual and secular. Such places were sacred either because Gods were supposed to favour them 
or because many forces, both good and evil, were harboured there or because they were tremendous 
reserves of medicine, food, water etc in times of prolonged distress. The sanctions for their protection 
were spiritual, religious, cultural or social. Such drawals as were made from such sacred ‘groves’ were 
sustainable, ensuring the basic capital stock was intact. 

2. Over a period, the sanctity in such pools of life was attached to even individuals of certain species 
of plants and animals (like Ficus religiose and other ficus varieties of trees, or the Sarus Crane or the 
anthills where snakes rest) or to certain organisms at vulnerable stages (fruit bats on village trees 
when roosting). Even when harvesting took place the tribal populations kept the risk of extinction to a 
minimum. These sacred groves were therefore valuable gene pools and the first major effort to recognise 
and conserve biodiversity. 

3. One of the first scholars to document the sacred groves was the first Inspector General of Forests 
D Brandis (1897) who said “very little has been published regarding sacred groves in India, but they 

are or rather were very numerous. I have found them in all provinces.”. Nearly 80 years later, work 

on documenting the groves in Western Ghats was taken up by Dr.Madhav Gadgil and Dr.Vartak. Then- 

observation was “ In many parts of India they (sacred groves) today represent the only survivmg examples 

of climax vegetation. Tragically many of these groves are disappearing under the influence of 
modernisation”. Often the destruction was due not only to commercial interests but even because of a 
subtle cultural change. This has been mentioned by Gadgil and Subhashchandran. Another insidious 
threat resulting in clearance of groves is the identification of the wild woodland spirits an eities of the 
pre-Brahmanic societies with the gods of the Hindu pantheon. This has resulte m e * ns ation of 
idols of Hindu gods in the groves; often this is followed by temple construction after fully or partially 
clearing the vegetation”. Luckily even where this has occurred the sacredness o e remaining grove 
was generally intact where commercial forces did not supervene. 

4. Thus the groves were protected by many communities for differing reasons. In the context of 
recent discussions on the biodiversity of the earth and its conservation, references have been made 
often to the links of many village or tribal communities with natural resources. A joint paper of 
International Union for Conservation of Nature, World Resources Institute, Conservation International, 
WWF/US and World Bank published in 1990 (Acknowledgments to authors AM.Neely, K.R.Miller, 
W.V.Reid, R.A Mittermeier and T.B Werner) said “Because groups of indigenous people in many parts 
of the world regard natural resources, particularly wildlife, as essential to their cultural continuity and 
economic well-being, they should be given particular attention in all conservation programmes”. Again, 
in the context of the discussion on biodiversity which have even led to the signing of an international 
convention, it is essential to document information on them. To quote from Dr.Madhav Gadgil and V.D 
Vartak (glimpses of Ethnobotany OUP, Bombay 1981) in an article on Sacred groves of Maharashtra, 
An Inventory, “The groves probably originally served to furnish the proper atmosphere for primitive 
cult rites. They may also have originated to protect some particularly rare species which had a function 
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for example, as a medicinal plant Today, being the only remnants of tree vegetation in many parts of the 
country, they are serving other critical functions as the only sources of leaf litter for the fields, or in the 
protection of water sources. 

Apart from such value to local inhabitants, these sacred groves are now playing the role of reservoirs of 
biological diversity. It is well known that the climax forest tend to be far richer in number of plant 
species than other stages of succession. As few of the remaining examples of climax vegetation, the 
sacred groves often contain may plant species otherwise totally absent from the region. It is important 
for us to preserve this diversity for posterity, not only for compelling scientific and aesthetic reasons, 
but also for sound economic reasons as potential sources of significant chemicals as yet undiscovered, 
or as carriers of potentially valuable genetic traits for the future tree breeding programmes and so on”. 

5. Thus, when WWF-India Andhra Pradesh state office decided in January, 1995 to launch a study of 
the sacred groves of Andhra Pradesh it had in mind not only a survey and scientific study (to the extent 
possible) of the groves but also an examination of administrative and legal measures for their continued 
conservation with involvement of local people and NGOs’. A combination of these objectives prompted 
the study but there was a sense of urgency to flag to the people of Andhra Pradesh the treasures of 
natural resources they have, which may be already facing or may face threats of extinction often due to 
ignorance or crass commercial considerations of a short term nature. It was found that there were 
many excellent efforts to document flora and fauna in pockets by scientists from various Universities 
and organisations like Botanical Survey of India and Zoological Survey of India. But there was no total 
picture for the state which could throw the spotlight on areas well preserved or not so well preserved 
which needed a combination of measures to conserve them, the most important being a larger public 
awareness of this. 

I 

6. WWF-A.P State Office was impressed by the work-already referred to-by Dr.Madhav Gadgil as * 

well as the CPR Centre for Environment Education, Madras, the work of Dr.Ishwar Prakash on ‘orans’ 

of Rajasthan, the documentation by BSI and ZSI of the groves in Meghalaya, studies on sacred groves of 
Kerala by Dr.KKRamachandran of the Centre for Earth Science Studies, Trivandrum etc. The Advisory 
Committee set up by WWF-APSO decided to take up the work of documentation as a first level exercise > 

in a networking mode with the University system and its Bioscience wings, the Forest Department ’ 

individual scholars and researchers, NGOs’, locally knowledgeable persons etc. Areas were carved out ' 

for different Universities and scholars as described in Annexure-I. Formats were sent out for canvassing ' 

views benefiting from the detailed work being done by Centre for Ecological Sciences, Indian Institute 
of Science, Bangalore. Literature Surveys and contact with elders of villages, tribals, retired officers 
and other knowledgeable persons was established and thereafter field visits made to locate the sites 
and do a preliminary listing of the taxa available there. A copy of the format is at Annexure-II. Emphasis f 

was also laid on listing species known to have therapeutic or economic value or the potential for it. A list , 

of medicinal plants recorded in the Sacred Groves is given at Annexure III. Flora were chiefly covered ' 

and where possible fauna were also documented. Wherever conditions permitted, photographic * 

documentation was also attempted. There was a recognition that detailed taxonomic work could not be > 

completed in the time and resource frame of the study but the exercise would go far enough to be the ■ 

basis for further scientific studies. A paramount objective was to highlight the nature of the groves and 
their broad status with a view to involve government, the people and other interests likely to conserve 
(or destroy) the groves in an effort to understand their importance, the need to conserve them and for 
initiation of practical steps in concert with local people, NGOs etc to conserve them. 
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7. In this background, this report summarises in the ensuing chapters groves in each district of the 
state where the study could be done within the time and resource constraints. The major groves and 
their status with location etc have been reviewed and the other groves also briefly mentioned. Fauna 
have been only briefly covered. It is possible that there are several groves left out in this exercise and so 
this exercise should be taken as a beginning. The detailed reports on each district have to be companion 
volumes for this report While efforts will be made to publish them too, in the interim period they will 
be available for reference with WWF APSO. Where possible practical steps for protection and/or 
conservation have been mentioned. It is the expectation that the Government and other organisations 
as well as NGOs will spare the resources and energy to carry this out and ensure continued and proper 
conservation of these groves for the well being of the current generation of people of the State as well as 
the future generations, carrying the torch our forebears handed over to us. 
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1. Sacred and Protected Groves of Adilabad District 


Adilabad is the northernmost district of Andhra Pradesh having land area of 16100sq.km. It is a richly 
forested district with forests covering 7220sq.km of the area. The rain fall is 1056mm. Temperature 
ranges from 43°C to 12°C. 


haVC been identified as sacred andprotected groves in this district, one of them not distinctly 
a e ged grove but having the potential. The description of the two groves follows. 


1. 


2 . 


Basara - Saraswati Temple - located 70Kms from Nirmal and lOKms from Mudhole on the 
banks of the Godavari and having the only Saraswathi (Goddess of learning) temple of Andhra 
a es . . e area is under the Endowment Department who should now develop this as a grove 
y improving the surrounding areas having dry deciduous vegetation. 


HvH^raha i m 6 , . s ' ls ST° ve is around a waterfall in Kunthala village situated on the 

Sivarathri W3 ^’ ^ oca ^ de ^ is Someshwara Swami and thousands come here for 

inside forest n 6 y ate f* ad * s ^ metres high and is also a tourist attraction. The location is 
inrl.iHe Tort ecause , ofmoisture man y bryophytes and pteridophytes are seen. The tree species 
arhnrtrictic °tt ^ Terminalia tomentosa, Gmelina arborea, Wrightia tinctoria, Nyctanthus 

interference mela noxylon. A lot of birds and insects are also reported. There is biotic 

documented and coSerred^ ^ t0 ^ prevented * the biodiv ersity of the area is to be better 


which require more detailed ^° Ve ®/ places Adllabad held sacred by tribals like Gonds and Kolams 
prevalent there. They are 6S gatl0n but C0ldd not be done due to socio-economic conditions 


1 . 


S?!2f , ' 0,,,1,eroadfromAsi^ab! " , 


to Ginnedhari 


- 50Kms from Asifabad -held sacred by 


2 ./' 

3 . ^ 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 

9. 

10 . 
11 . 


Madhuca indicTan^ oth^r^iecieTofT 111131 G ° nd d&rbar takeS place ’ havin S Ficus benghalensis, 

Ginnedhari - reachable from Asifabl -Tcred to the Gonds. 

Tangn Madra - a sacred shrine of Ayak. a Koiam deity. 

Mahagoan - sacred place of Gonds. 

ochara Falls- on the way to Boath from Nirmal, Adilabad National Highway. 

Jamath-Near Adilabad. 


Sadalpur Bhairava temple in thick forest. 
Yekantapur Rama temple with Banyan tree. 
Narnoor Kamdev temple near Utnoor. 
Sirichelma Bhairava Temple. 
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Pennahobilam (Anantapur District) 
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Kunthala (Adilabcid District) 



Talakona (Ch ittoor District) 
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2. Sacred and Protected Groves of Anantapur District 


Anantapur District in the Rayalaseema region is a drought prone district with an area of about 
19000Sq.Kms. 10% of the area has forests. Annual average rainfall is only 541mm. Mean daily temperature 
variation is 28.7°C to 16.8°C during winter and 38.5°C to 25.6°C during summer. 

The investigation was done for 34 days and has yielded 73 sacred groves; 21 of them are identified as 
hot spots, 11 as major groves and 41 as minor groves. 105 resource persons were contacted. 14 big trees 
were reported of ages between 75 and 1000 years and girth between 6 to 10 metres, the species being 
Tamarindus indica (chintha) Ficus benghalensis (marri) Ficus religiosa (ravi),Azadirachta indica (vepa) 
Ficus amplissima (juwi), Syzygium cumini (neredu), Terminalia tomentosa (maddi) and Madhuca latifolia 
(ippa). Azima tetracantha (Uppi ) and Scilla hyacinthioides etc. The largest banyan (marri or Ficus 
benghalensis) tree in the world was reported from Gootybailu village near Kadiri, the tree named 
Thimmamma Marri Manu (see cover photograph). 

A brief description of the hotspots of the district follows. 

Thimmappa Konda - situated near Molakanur village 16 KMS from Kalyandurg and 75 kms 
from Anantapur. Area of 100 hectares with 50 hectares core of temple land of Lord 
Thimmarayaswamy with hilly features. Fear of punishment by the lord has safe guarded vegetation 
and the fauna, which includes a number of peacocks. Over 500 trees are found in this grove. There 
is lack of good water source. 85 varieties of flora are found along with some rare lichens and 
Actinopteris radiata and Selaginella, Bryopteris; fauna other than peacocks also seen. The villagers 
are protecting the grove well and need help in creating a good water source. 

2. Pennahobilam Grove- 2 kms from Konapuram and 42 kms from Anantapur on Uravakonda road. 
Has an area of 350 acres with core of 50 acres. Situated on temple land of Lord Lakshmi 
Narasimhaswamy on a gentle slope and having Pennar river near, the water said to be having 
medicinal properties. Temple dates back to 1478. There is perennial spring under the Juwi trunk 
and over 1000 trees including 4 very big trees of Juwi, raavi and chinta. Some fauna seen including 
mammals, birds, reptiles and bees etc. 9 trees species, and 107 shrubs and herbs observed The 
interesting taxa are Capparis magna, Cardiospemtum canescens, Neptunia species, Salvadora persica, 
Tephrosia strigorum. Well preserved. 

Katam - Located 25 kms from Chillavaripalli 25 kms from Ananthapur via Narpala. Area of 200 
hectares with core area of 100 hectares, all temple land of Lord Katamayya and Goddess Akkamma; 
Temple has hoary traditions. The belief is that crows and eagles do not visit the grove. Has over 
1000 trees of which 2 Neredu, combritum albidum and Ficus religiosa trees are big. Apart from a lot 
of minor fauna which includes a 200 year old tortoise there are 43 flora of which Acalypha alnfolia, 
Gardenia latifolia and Pandanus odoratissimus are relatively rare. There is a belief that if medicinal 
plants are collected they lose their medicinal property. Grove is well protected. 

4. Kannekala Gondi - Located 0.5 kms from Gunjepally. 55kms from Anantapur via Sunkepalli and 
Muthapuram RS.Gate. Area of 20 hectares of temple land, the deities being Lord Easwara and 
Goddess Akkamma. Has over 1000 trees most of them old and tall. One Ficus religiosa tree is 30 
metres in height and 2.5 metres in girth. Among fauna, snakes are prominent 11 tree species and 
41 shrubs and herbs have been identified. The grove is well protected. 
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5. Thimm a mm a Marri Manu - This has been described in the cover page. Located in Gootybailu 
village 118 kms from Anantpur via Kadiri. Spread over nearly 4 acres this magnificent Ficus 
benghalensis tree is dedicated to Thimmamma, the noble lady who committed sati leaving a rich 
tradition of conservation with the villagers. A wide variety of birds are seen in the area but there 
are hardly any bird droppings. Undergrowth has nearly 15 species. The banyan tree is the biggest 
in the world. The grove is well preserved and now under the care of Forest Department. 


6. Alur Kona - 3Kms from Alur which is 74 Kms from Anantapur via Tadipatri. It is on temple land 
which has about 20 hectares core area. There is a perennial spring and waterfall as also over 125 
trees, 2 of which are big. 6 species of trees and 34 other species of flora are found in this grove. The 
grove is partly threatened by the exploitation of water by nearby cement factory, the perennial 
waterflows having become seasonal. Otherwise well preserved. 

7. Kona Malleswara Grove - located in Guthuru/CKPaffi 3Kms from Venkatagiripalyam and 56Kms 
from Anantapur. Grove has 4 hectares of core area on temple land, the deity being Mallikaijuna 
Swamy. 12 species of trees <3 of them being large 1 ravi, 1 neredu and 1 chinta) and 27 shrubs and 

er s are found Some fauna are also noticed. There is a lot of biotic interference but the temple 
pnest and an NGO are looking after the grove. 


8. Chandrayum Kona - it is in Chandrayumpalle 96 Kms from Anantapur via C.Palli and Bukkapatnam. 
It has a core area of 10 hectares partly on temple land and in Reserve Forest The deity is Lord 
Chandrayudu. Over 300 trees of 18 species are found of which 2 are big. 35 shrubs and herbs are 
also noticed apart from diverse fauna including bears and pangolins. The grove is partly threatened 
as e ores area around is subject to biotic interference. There is need for greater protection. 


^ ^ a ^ m " situated in D.Hirehal 4Kms from Siddapuram and 146Kms from 

^antapur via Matam Hirehal and Rayadurg. Core area has 20 hectares of temple land of thfe 

frp ’ py S ^ a f . W ere ® a J nt G **yi Siddappa worshipped. Located in hilly terrain, it has stunted 

f „° r . C m .. an medl (Ficus racemosa) tree. 41 species of flora are identified and 
some fauna. Carnivores like leopards reported rarely. 

m vf 2.5Kms from Vankarakunta and 83Kms from Anantapur via Reddipalli 

Zi 7 f^ < Olhl 4 hectares of temple land dedicated to Goddess ChinnaLiathalli. It has 

(iuwi) are over inn v 1 JJ'^ osa ( ray i). 1 Azadirachta indica (vepa) and 1 Ficus amplissima 

^7LltZZeZlZ S H P % f re are 6 0ther species of *»• Fa ^a like bears, birds, reptiles 
and invertebrates reported. People are protecting trees but want to plant more trees. 

Mantan^Twt^r 115 ' 1 ° C ?? i “ Sunke P aU y 0.5Kms from Bondlapaflikottala and 55Kms from 
and Nagadevatha It, ^ VerS ectares * 31-63 ls temple land of Lord Veeranarayanaswamy 

indica (veoa) are hio- a h^I^ ° 1X668 ° f w ^ ic ^ 1 Ficus amplissima Ouwi) and 1 Azadirachta 
protected g ^ 3X6 9 ° ther Species - Undergrowth also seen. The grove is well 


NaUamadaCTSs^^20hed ated ^ Vanl J arakunta 83Kms from Anantapur via Reddipalli and 
where Sri Chidananda Sw! he ? are ® of tem P le land and Reserve Forest devoted to Lord Maheswara 
herbs tme^„ S SS b rere S ^ 5 "7 species and 24 shrubs and 

people. ere 1S a P erennia stream - Area is protected by the ashram 
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13. Hazivalli Darga - located at Alurkona 2Kms from Thalaricheruvu about 74Kms from Anantapur 
via Tadipatri. The grove is spread over 4 hectares of dargah land. There are over 30 trees of which 
4 are very big. Many well preserved and the priest and the people wish to plant more trees. 

14. Erragudu Gangamma - situated in Gangadipalle 70Kms from Anantapur via Tadpatri. It has over 
100 trees of Ficus amplissima, Tamarindus indica, Azadirachta indica, Ficus benghalensis, Syzygium 
cumini, Prosopis cinerea, Ziziphus mauritiana. There is undergrowth of 6 species and some fauna. 
Grove is well protected. 

15. Yellappa Thopu - located at 2Kms from Madhudi and 147Kms from Anantapur via Madakasira 
and Rollamadhudi. The grove covers 4 hectares of temple land where the deities are Veerabadra 
Swamy, Lord Malleswara and Anjaneya. There are over 100 trees. 2 of them of Madhuca latifolia 
and Tamarindus indica being large in size. Unfortunately Prosopis juliflora has entered the grove 
affecting undergrowth. Yet 10 floral varieties are identified along with some fauna. There is grazing 
by cattle and to that extent grove is not well protected. 

16. Pamudarthi Gangamma - located 2Kms from Pamudarthi which is 65Kms from Anantapur. The 
grove extends to 2 hectares of temple land having Goddess Gangamma and Lord Anjaneya. There 
are 12 trees of 10 species and 24 shrubs and herbs. Well protected. 

17. Byraepalli Grove - 0.5Kms from Byraepalli and 142Kms from Anantapur via Byraepalli and 
Madakasira. Small grove of 0.8 acres on temple land with Anjaneyaswamy as deity. The grove 
comprises a large banyan tree and 2 other neem and ravi trees. Well protected. 

18. Kotanka - 2Kms from Kotanka and 23Kms from Anantapur via Garladinne. Core area of 2 hectares 
of temple land. Deities are Guntikinda Subrahmanyaswamy, Gangamma and Anjaneyaswamy. There 
is a natural spring and over 100 species of trees 2 of which (vepa and chinta) are big.3 other 
species of trees are also seen along with fauna. Grove well protected. 

19. Singepalli Grove -119 kms from Anantapur via Madakasira and Melavoi. Situated in 0.2 hectares 
with Anjaneyaswamy on temple land it has a big Ficus religiosa tree and two other species 
Azadirachta indica (vepa) and Aegle marmelos. A lot of birds seen and there is good protection. 

20. Gowri Chandra Maremma - Situated 2 kms from Konkallu and 150 kms from Anantapur via 
Maremma grove, Mandalapalle and Madakasira. It is a single old and big vepa tree grove attracting 
lot of birds. Well protected. 

21. Kuppanna Thota Grove- lkms from Rayadurg 99kms from Anantpur devoted to Nagadevatha 
having a Ficus religiosa (ravi) tree, old and big. Snakes seen. Well protected. 

The other groves of Anantapur district are 


MAJOR GROVES 


SI. No. 


Name of the Sacred Grove 


Location/Mandal 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 


Kona Rameswaram 
Aswarthakshetram 
Sunkalamma 


Rangaswamy Gudi 
Muneeswarunikunta 


Kona/ Yadiki 

Pedapappur/ Peddapappur 
Anumpalli/Pamida 
Vepalapar thi/Brahmasamudram 
Kalasamudram/Kadiri 
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SI. No. Name of the Sacred Grove 


Location/Mandal 


6. Kadirappa 

7. Dodderamma 

8. Mastanvali Darga 

9. Karibasavayya Swamy 

10. Temple Complex Grove 

11. Balnepalyam 


Nagasamudram/Uravakonda 

Dodderi/Rolla 

Guntakal/Guntakal 

Uravakonda/Uravakonda 

Penukonda/Penukonda 

Balnepalyam/Kanaganepalle 


MINOR GROVES 


12. 

Sivapuram Grove 

13. 

Katamaiah Konda 

14. 

Rangadhama 

15. 

Thondapadu 

16. 

Pothulaiah Katta 

17. 

Yerradoddi Gangamma 

18. 

T. Anjaneya Grove 

19. 

RB. Valli Darga 

20. 

Bukkacherla Grove 

21. 

Konduru Vepa 

22. 

Kanuma Narsimha 

23. 

Udegolam 

24. 

Jeerigahalli 

25. 

Temple Complex Grove 

26. 

Hanumatharayuni Gudi 

27. 

Baila Hanumantharaya 

28. 

Nagananda Ashram 

29. 

Vonnurswamy Darga 

30. 

Galimaremma 

31. 

Kodugumaremma 

32. 

Honnurudarga 

33. 

Sangameswaram 

34. 

Kasapuram 

35. 

Karnata Nagepalli 

36. 

Yerronipalli 

37. 

Hirdehal 

38. 

K.C.Nagalakatta 

39. 

Eswaruni Alayam 

40. 

Basaveswara Temple 

41. 

D.Hirehal Grove 

42. 

Sangameswaram 

43. 

Kanuma Maremma 


Madakasira/Madakasira 

Mustur/Battalipalli 

Kodipalli/Peddavaduguru 

Thondapadu/Aagali 

Balnepalyam/Gooty 

Yerradoddi/Kanaganepalli 

Thimadapalli/Goran tla 

Negepalli/Hindupur 

Bukkacherla/Rapthadu 

Konduru/Lepakshi 

Yegnisettipalli/Chilamathuru 

Udegolam/Rayadurg 

Jeerigahalli/Rolla 

Kalvahalli/Rolla 

konkallu/Gudibanda 

Hanumantharaya/Rolla 

Bukkapatnam/Bukkapatnam 

Rayadurg/Rayadurg 

Pythota/Rayadurg 

Rayadurg/Rayadurg 

D. Honnur/Kanekal 

Sangameswaram/ Dharmavaram 

Kasapuram/ Guntakal 

Karnata Nagepalli/ Puttaparthy 

Yerronipalli/ Bukkapatnam 

Hirdehal/ D.Hirehal 

Kothacheruvu/ Kothacheruvu 

Agraharam/ Bukkapatnam 

Kothacheruvu/ Kothacheruvu 

D.Hirehal/ D.Hierhal 

Kuderu/ Kuderu 

/Madakasira 
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SI. No. 

Name of the Sacred Grove 


Location/Mandal 

44. 

Mettubanda Anjaneya 


Malerappam/ Madakasira 

45. 

Kambadur 


Kambadur/ Kambadur 

46. 

Atmakur Darga 


Atmakur/ Atmakur 

47. 

Jamia Mosque 


Vajrakaruru/ Vajrakaruru 

48. 

Karuru Nagalakatta 


Vajrakaruru/ Vajrakaruru 

49. 

B.Sunkulamma 


Gooty/Gooty 

50. 

Bhogbeswara Grove 


.Pamidi/ Pamidi 

51. 

Kallur Anjaneya 


Kallur Garladinne 

52. 

Aswartha Narayana 


Pamidi/ Pamidi 


19 






3. Sacred and Protected Groves of Chittoor District 


Tm UtriCt iS ?” Ut 15,152 Sq Kms ' The temperature ranges from 27.5°C to 41»C 

survey was intensive field StoTOda^aldm^Un 1 ” ^ foo™ 6 methodolo «y followed in the 
Department, NGOs’, scientists etc -133 JL!? d nearly 88 Persons from the villages, Forest 

was gathered for 20 of these 25 are verv • gr0Ves were identified, listed and detailed information 
district is full of holy plaS'?* imp0rtant wA 83 ° ther AS “l* 

not necessarily exhaustive. The endemic tr PP frw haVG 365 theerthams (holy places) the survey is 
alternifolium, Shorea tumbaggaia Boswellian rr/•/ ° 0r Districtlike Pterocarpussantalinus, Syzygium 
Cycas beddomei and one endemic herb P' tr it W . a ’ Teminalia pallida, one endemic gymnosperm, 
fauna are found in the district and in t,,™ ™P mella tirupatiensis are found in the. groves. 66 species of 
n , , 0( - . any are ^ ound in or frequent the sacred groves. 

Out of 25 very nnportant 5 have to be frrther surveyed vfe 

1 . Gangannasirassu M.RKotor 

2 . Seshatheertham Tirumala 

3 . Ramakrishnatheertham Tirumala 

4 . Yuddagalatheertham Tirumala 

5 . AkashaGanga Tirumala 

A description of the remaining 20 verv imn * 

v til- y mportant groves follows: 

Ta »akona-Near village KotakadipalU on the T* • , 

grove u, Reserve Forest area. I, has , water R » ad - Approximately 5 Sq.km of 
a dip. Temple of Sddeswara and Siddesi™ Jf renmal stream. People of all religion come 

evergreen. Ground cover includes many tubero^ 1 crowds °” festival days. H>e « rove 18 

memben, climbers like Tinospora, RhynchZI f ?“? rhl2 omatous orchids, gingibers, Acanthaceom 

55 iTmmVT'a S 18 sbrubs “>d climb ^, Hiptage madablata, H. bengalenw 
? d reptiles are said to frenlmm “ Usted whicl > include medicinal plants, 
by bus etc from nearby area. Trees are bZ?' * e *">«>• Grove is threatened by easy access 

2 . Kalyani Dam in Chandragiri Mandal near R ” WaCh “* als ° "° tod . 

nronertUr a StrUCte A aCr ° SS Kver Kalyani 11 is a Reserve Forest area where a dam 

worshinrld A I®" Aojaneyaswamy temple il ,?° Ve 18 about SOSq.Km. The water has mineral 
and S4ff„„ tbe “tenor part of the grove. 35 b<ire ' Man 7 minor deities like Ankamma are 

to ffrazino- & E ^ epllants have strayed ocv ° f ^° ra includin S many medicinal plants 

O grazing and indiscriminate lopping has W ? S10nally into this area. Biotic interference due 

3 . Kapila Theertham - This is within T - 

herW^'-i 1 haS 3 WaterfalL vegetation ^ but within Reserve Forest. The area is 
tree is °" si ^ ered sacred for various reasons and ^ ^ th Uttle 2 rass and understorey of 
There in 1 g ^ rtb and ^ mt s height, the SDeri come for a dip in the water. The largest 

heav'l are v ?!. ber spec ^ es °f trees and 27 shruhQ 68 ^yirocarpus americanus (gabbupoliki). 
heavily visited by pilgrims and so not very weU conserve? 8 ’ 64 faUna ^ re P° rted *™ ve is 
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4. JeevaKona - It is 1.5 km from Kapilatheertham in reserve forest It is a small grove. There is a 
waterfall with perennial flow of water. Lord Shiva is the deity worshipped as Jeevakoneswara. 
Engravings of other gods and goddesses found on rocks. 11 species of trees and 29 herbs and 
shrubs are noticed along with some fauna. Grove not so well conserved because of lack of control 
on grazing by livestock which eat up monsoon herbs also. 

5. S anakasanan dana Theertham - 2Kms from Papavinasanam in Tirumala, this is located in Reserve 
Forest and has an area of 0.5Sq.Km. The grove is on hilltop and there is a seasonal spring. There 
are caves and Sanakasanandana Maharishi is said to have meditated here. The vegetation is semi 
evergreen. There is a big Mangifera indica tree and 18 other species of large flora and 10 climbers 
and shrubs 3 herbs and 3 Pteridophytes many having medicinal value. Some fauna are also present 
Grove attracts pilgrims and people seeking to meditate and is fairly well preserved. 

6. Papavinasanam Theertham - 6Kms by road from Tirumala. Located in Reserve Forest having 
an area of 2Sq.Km. Having a perennial waterfall and evergreen vegetation. There is a large Mangifera 
indica tree and 29 other species of trees, 11 shrubs and climbers and 10 herbs. A lot of fauna are 
also noticed. The rare species of flora include Psilotum nudum, Geodorum densiflorum, Bulbophyllum, 
Cycas beddomei and Shorea tumbaggia. 

7• Kumaradhara Theertham - 5Kms from Papavinasanam in Reserve Forest on a steep slope and 
having a spring of seasonal nature and stream. People have faith in regenerative qualities of the 
water. Thick groves and creepers are found on rock crevices. The largest tree is Carallia integerrima 
(Kaarvali). 35 trees, 10 climbers, 16 herbs and 4 Pteridophytes have been recorded. The grove is 
not very much disturbed but fires have an impact. 

8. See thamma Theertham - Situated to the south east of Tirumala Reserve Forest. Scrub jungle 
found with Carallia integerrima, Memecylon umbellatum and Holoptelia integrofolia. The last named 
is a big tree. 21 other tree species, 8 shrubs and climbers and 9 herbs are found along with some 
fauna. As sewerage water of Tirumala is getting mixed sanctity of water is getting reduced. Raids 
made by people to collect tuberous food material. 

9. Chakra Theerthamu - Near natural arch (Silathoranam) in Tirumala. It is a stream course. There 
are strong religious beliefs attached to it Natural vegetation is dominated by shrubs, 12 tree species, 
12 shrubs and climbers and 12 herbs are found. Some fauna exist. The grove is badly affected due 
to heavy fuel felling. 

10. Japali Theertham - 4Kms from Tirumala in Reserve Forest. Has a perennial spring. There are 
wild mango trees and the largest tree is also of Mangifera indica. 19 tree species, 15 shrubs and 
climbers and 9 herbs are found. 

11* Thumbura Theertham - 7Kms from Papavinasanam by walk. Located in Reserve Forest and 
having a perennial waterfall. Has a large Terminalia bellirica (tandra) tree, 24 other species of 
flora, 20 shrubs and climbers and 6 herbs. Many fauna are also reported including endangered 
slender loris. Cutting of red sanders and smuggling and poaching from here are reported. 

12. Kanukonda - near Nayanichervipalli 4 Km from Mulakalacheruvu (Mandal headquarters) located 
in Reserve Forest and hilly terrain. Deity is Kanukonda Rayudu worshipped mainly by yadavas. 
Large Tamarindus indica tree exists along with 6 other species, 6 shrubs and 5 herbs. About 30 
fauna also noticed. 
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13. Mallaiah Konda - located in Reserve Forest 5 kms from Tamballapalli. It has a perennial spring. 

Temple of Malleswarudu exists. A big Aegle marmelos (Maredu) tree as also 18 other tree species, 

11 shrubs, 2 twiners, 1 bryophyte and 4 herbs. Many fauna are also seen. Temple is protected by 
villagers. 

14. Reddamma Konda in Gurram Konda mandal 5 kms from Gurram Konda. Located in Reserve 
4 shrubs a la r y d f clda ous vegetation having scrub jungle with little grass. 6 tree species, 

considered powerfioT lc^^<L$eprotectthe grove?" °^ Una ex ^ st De '*V is goddess Reddamma, 

hilly tan^J^The iroddess 1 ! 8 Located in Punganur mandal in Reserve Forest on 

of large size and 19 other speties ofti-e gangan j una - is a Plumeria alba (devaganneru) tree 
Fairly well protected. 11668 ^ 3S0 seen ‘ 4 twiners “d other fauna are also seen. 

for Sth and ^ers^wtedfto R6S ? Ve ForestIt is 3 Perennial waterfall and people come 

Terminalia bellirica and Termiimiin 6 qua ^- This ma y be due to the existence of 

retusa tree (Konda Ravi) and 21 nrti arjuna having medicinal properties. There is a large Ficus 

} 210ther s P eae * of flora. Anumber of fauna are seen. 

Located in RJservT^Jstandh^ing ” GudipaUi mandal n ear Peda Gollapalli village of Kuppam. 
Subrahmanya swamy. There is a lan^R^ 6 ” 1 ^ 31 P ° oL ^ deity worshi PP ed is Kumaraswamy or 
large flora and some fauna. State of vegetation notve (DeVa ^ anneru) tree 33(112 other species of 

18. Sadhasiva Kona near T.R Kandrina vill 

perennial waterfall. Considered a sacred? Mandal. Located in Reserve Forest it has a 

and a lot of smaller fauna. Valuable Wc u P ^ Wlld man g° es abound. There are 23 other flora 
19 »--■ ■ H C ee s hsvc been removed. There is need for better conservation. 

iy * MaUappakonda near Sangampalli in C a* u- 

dedicated to Lord Siva as Mallappa. A lot nf .™ mdal There is a Perennial spring. The place is 
(Devaganneru) tree and 180 other flora and m angoes exist. There is a large Plumeria alba 

and there is a lot of grazing. SOme fauna - There is no conservation or afforestation 



Other groves of Chittoor are: 


SI. No. 

1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 


Name of the Sacred 

Anjaramma 
Gurrappakona 
Tumburakona 
Nedium konda 
Venkateswara Padam 
Subrahmanyam Swamy 


Location/Manda l 

on the way to Puttur 
Govindapuram Kandriga near Puttur 

Nedium 

Eusulapuram 

-do- 


22 


SI. No. 

Name of the Sacred Grove 

Location/Mandal 

7. 

Bramhagiri 

Eusulapuram 

8. 

Bodigutta 

Kampalli 

9. 

Manchalamandha 

Bodevandlapalli 

10. 

Yerrakonda 

on the way to Marella 

11. 

Dhoravamkonda 

Chandragiri 

12. 

Dhoravamkonda 

Sankarampalli 

13. 

Chinna kalikiri konda 

Chinnakalikiri 

14. 

Changalrayaswamy konda 

Chittoor 

15. 

Puligonda 

Chittoor 

16. 

Subramanyam swamy konda 

Penumur/Chittoor 

17. 

Siddheswarakonda 

Balaganganna palli road 

18. 

Siddheswarakonda 

Cigarsettypalli road from Chittoor 

19. 

Pulikonda 

Penumur (Chittoor) 

20. 

Nemaligutta 

Bakarapeta 

21. 

Sahasralingeswara Theertham 

Srikalahasti 

22. 

Reserve Forest 

Thavalam 

23. 

Narasimhaswamy konda 

Madanapalli 

24. 

Agatheswarakonda 

Madanapalli 

25. 

Yenugumallamma konda (horsely hills) 

Horsely Hills 

26. 

Kalyani Revu 

Horsely Hills 

27. 

Mogali 

Bangarupalem 

28. 

Mogali 

Palamaneru to Mogali road 

29. 

Bangaruthiruttani 

Somala sadumu 

30. 

Nayakneri 

V.Kota-Perunum Road 

31. 

Nayakneri 

Mapalli-pungunur 

32. 

Amaranarayana Swamy 

Kandalmadugu cross 

33. 

Siddeswaragutta 

Gurramkonda 

34. 

Kotakonda 

Gurramkonda 

35. 

Babudonkonda 


36. 

Anjaneya Swamy 

Ellutla 

37. 

Thummalagondhi 


38. 

Surukurallapalli 


39. 

Sadhukonda 

Mulakalacheruvu 

40. 

Kanukonda 

Gurramkonda 

41. 

Aggarlu 

Vayalapadu 

42. 

Errannakonda 

Vayalapadu 

43. 

Adhiseshunikond 

Chinthaparthi 

44. 

Bommakonda 

C.T.M. 

45. 

Nelamalleswaraswamy 


46. 

Noorkupplalkonda or Peddakonda 

Vayalpadu 


23 






SI. No. Name of the Sacred Grove Location/Mandal 


47. 

48. 

49. 

50. 

51. 

52. 

53. 

54. 

55. 

56. 

57. 

58. 

59. 

60. 
61. 
62. 

63. 

64. 

65. 

66 . 

67. 

68 . 

69. 

70. 

71. 

72. 

73. 

74. 

75. 

76. 

77. 

78. 

79. 

80. 
81. 
82. 

83. 

84. 

85. 

86 . 


Sivalayam 
Ankalamma Konda 
Mudupuvemala 
Yellakabelu 
Gudralabelu 
Ayyappaswamy 
, Janula 

Chennakesavaswamy 

Anjaneyaswamy 

Anjaneyakonda 

Gundurkonda 

Ankalamma Gudi 

Gangalamma Gudi 

Gundlamalleswara 

Nancharamma 

S.S.Konda 

Renukamba 

Venugopalaswamy 

Konda 

Subrahmanyaswamy 
Gogargham 
Pachiteetham 
Anjaneyakonda 
Kapikonda 
Kataha teertham 
Venugoplaswamy temple 
Rama lakshmana manulu 
Anjaneyaswamy 
Nelakona 
Siddhalaiah kona 
Veyyilingala kona 
Asramum 
Kannappakona 
Bharadwaja theertham 
Panasakona or Harihara theertham 
Mayuratheertham 
Kannappa konda 
Sugha theertham 
Neelaknateswara swamy temple 
yy a PP a Swamy konda 


Penugupalli 

Peleru 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

KV.Palli 
Mahal to Gudur 
Rangampeta 

99 

Peddaganti palli 

Ranampeta 

G.D.Nellore 

Nethum village 

G.D.Nellore 

Santhipuram-Gudipala 

Kuppiganipalli 

Tirumala 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

Talakona 

Bonapalli 

Ramapuram 

Erpedu 

Near kalangi reservoir 

99 

99 

99 

Srikalahasti 

99 

Srikalahasti 









SI. No. Name of the Sacred Grove 


Location/Mandal 


87. 

Sri rama temple 

Ramapuram 

88. 

Kalikagudu 

AD.Mittakandriga 

89. 

Ramagiri konda 

Ramagiri 

90. 

Chellammagudi 

N.Puram 

91. 

Ankamma gudi 

tt 

92. 

Perantammagudi 

Pitchatur 

93. 

Uppalamadugu 

Satyavedu 

94. 

Bhupatheswarakona 

Varadayapalyam 

95. 

Nellakona 

T.P.Kota (Nagalapuram) 

96. 

Banthimadugu thimmaraya swamy temple 

Symarajpuram 

97. 

Gudivanka 

tt 

98. 

Mallappa konda 

tt 

99. 

Betrayaswamy konda 

Gatlepalli 

100. 

Subramanyaswamy konda 

Paipalli 

101. 

Boggula reru 

Gudla 

102. 

Kadirinarsimha swamy temple 

Kothapalli 

103. 

Munidevara 

Nellipatla 

104. 

Devalampenta 

Jagamarla 

105. 

Anjaneya swamy 

Gandaveru 

106. 

Kapilatheertham . 

Tirupati 

107. 

Markandeyatheertham 

Srikalahasti 

108. 

Indratheertham 

tt 





Chakra Theertham (Chittoor District) 


26 
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4. Sacred and Protected Groves of Cuddapah District 


Cuddapah District in the Rayalaseema region is a drought prone district with an area of about 15400 
Sq.Kms. The forest area is 5000Sq.Km. Annual average rainfall is 695mm. Maximum temperature is 
41.8°C and Minimum is 18.3°C. 

Cuddaph district with three important hill ranges, Lankamalais, Palakondas and Veligondas harbours a 
sizeable number of sacred groves. In the Phase-I investigation the district was explored for 20 days 
covering about 75% of the total geographical area including 195 villages. A total number of 76 sacred 
groves were identified, of which 25 were considered as major groves including 8 hotspots. 30 more 
groves are expected in Phase-II exploration. 

About 300 plant species were recorded from the sacred groves, including a number of endemic, 
endangered, rare species. 9 trees are reported with over 7m girth ranging 100-350 years age and one 
neem tree was reported with over 500 years age with a girth of 5m. 25 mammals, 24 birds, 15 reptiles, 
3 amphibians, a variety of fishes, invertebrates are reported in the present study. 

A description of 11 groves under major grove/ hotspot category is provided hereunder. list of 65 groves 
with their locations is also included. 


LARGEST TREES 


SL No. 

Plant Species 

Grove Name/No 

Girth 

(m) 

Height 

(m) 

Reported Age 
(Year) 

1 . 

Azadirachta indica 

Gangamma Temple 

11.0 

30 

200 

2. 

Azadirachta indica 

Chitvel Darga 

10.1 

25 

350 

3. 

Azadirachta indica 

Mannur Yellamma 

9.5 

25 

200 

4. 

Ficus religiosa 

Kasi visweswara 

9.2 

25 

200 

5. 

Ficus benghalensis 

Moulali Darga 

7.9 

25 

200 

6. 

Mangifera indica 

Lankamalleswaram 

7.7 

30 

300 

7. 

Ficus religiosa 

Jyothi 

7.5 

30 

300 

8. 

Azadirachta indica 

Sagalamma 

8.0 

20 

200 

9. 

Ficus religiosa 

Nagendra Swami 

7.5 

18 

100 


A description of the major groves is as follows: 

ly Lankamalleswaram - 16Km from Raani baavi junction, (40Km from Mydukur) extending over 
lOOha. is a hotspot sacred grove harbouring hundreds of trees, especially wild mangoes of over 
30m height and of over 200-400 years age. The grove includes two perennial water falls. 98 plant 
species were identified from the grove of which 4 taxa are considered rare and many with medicinal 
properties. Partly threatened due to biotic interference. Deity is Lankamalleswaraswamy. Fauna 

includes panthers, antelopes, wildboars, bears, rare birds, snakes etc. Further intensive studies 
are needed. 
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2. Bairavakonda - 17Kms from Lekkalavaripalli, which is about 8Km from Vanipeta is a hotspot area 
with a perennial spring and pond; harbours rich flora and fauna. The area of the grove extends 
over 50ha; area harbours rare/ endangered flora. Panthers, bears, vipers, antelopes are significant 
among fauna. Partly threatened due to biotic interference. Deity is Bairaveswara. 

3. ^Kanyatheertham - 13Kms from Jammalamadugu and lOKm from Proddutur located near 
O' Peddadandhi village, extends over lOha area. About 70 big age-old mango frees are seen m the 

/{ 0 o v "g core area, excluding 300 trees in the surrounding fields. A perennial spring is located in the grove 
area. 25 species of fauna are reported in the area. Seven mango trees representing ‘Sapthamatrika 
devathalu’ is an interesting feature of the grove. A well preserved grove. 


4. Acharala - 5Km from Rajampet on Chitvel road, originally called as hatyarala, a hotspot grove 
extending over 25ha area. The grove harbours over 100 big trees including Terminalia spp., 
Madhuca spp, Tamarindus and Figs. A perennial lake in the grove area harbours a wide variety of 
fauna and flora. Intensive further study is needed. 

5. Agastheeswara Kona - 5Km from Iingapuram village and lOKm from Mylavaram dam supports 
25 big trees in the core area. A perennial pond is located in the grove area. A garden is a so 
maintained attached to the grove area. Variety of flora and fauna are recorded from the grove, 
preserved grove. Deity Lord Eswara. 


Watergandi Sivalayam - lOKm away from Cuddapah on the river bank, extended over 2ha area 
harbours age-old 25 big trees including a 300 year old Banyan and ziziphus trees. Hares, antelopes, 
avifauna, cobras, kraits are significant fauna of the grove. Well preserve 

7. Kasi Visweswara Sacred Grove - 2Km from Pushpagiri and 14Km 

road extends over 2ha. Area harbours 25 very big trees mcludmg a Ficus rehgwsa wtth over 9m 

girth. Variety of snakes, birds frequent the grove area. Well preserved. 

8. Narayanaswami mortam - 8Km from ™ Date^Tm^go, neem, tamarind, 

4 ha area harbouring 100 trees is maintained by villagers. Datep > Well preserved Deity 
banyan trees are prominent along with over 50 species of herbaceous flora. Well preserved. Deny 

N arayanaswami. 

9. Karunagir - an ^ teres d n 8 yo un S^ore^grove is managed^ FatberTbomas. The^ove^ejrtends 
over 40ha area covenng a hillock and harbours ove 

hares, mongoose, snakes are seen in the grove area. 

10. Jyothi Narasimha Grove • locally called as Jyothi is a well preserved grove located about 35Km 

J y° mi ivarasimna wove j . i nnt „ kas : navan a samadhi is seen m the grove 

from Porumamilla near Vankuntla village. , . ^ c. j fauna are 

area. Partly threatened due to cutting of trees for ashramam development. Rich flora and fauna are 

seen in the grove area. Intensive study is needed. 


11. Veyyinuthala Kona - 3Km from Dasarapalli on Cuddapah-Vempalli road, extends over 10 ha. 
harbours over 100 big trees, hillocks, 2 perennial ponds and spring. Rich flora and fauna are recorded 
from the grove area. Needs intensive study. Well preserved. Deity Lord Narasimha. 



The other groves in the district are: 


MAJOR GROVES 


SI. No. Name of the Sacred Grove 


Location/Mandal 


1 . 

Naranarayana Ashramam 

Choutupalli 

2. 

Kamalapuram Darga 

Kamalapuram 

3. 

R.C.M. Church 

Kamalapuram 

4. 

Ranamma Thopu 

Pushpagiri 

5. 

Alladapalli Devalalu 

Alladapalli 

6. 

Nitya Pooja Kona 

Siddavatam 

7. 

Bairappakona 

Tallaproddutur 

8. 

Gurappadu 

Iingapuram 

9. 

Chuwdeswari 

Dommara Nandyal 

10. 

Hussainvalli 

Mirjakhanpalli 

11. 

Narayana Reddy Matam 

Obularajupalle 

12. 

Olf Church 

Porumamilla 

13. 

RCM Church 

Badvel 

14. 

Parnapalli Kona 

Parnapalli 

MINOR GROVES 

15. 

Chennakesava Temple 

Tallaproddatur 

16. 

Sivalayam 

Tallaproddatur 

17. 

Ragavendra Ashramam 

Kondapuram 

18. 

Moulaliswami Darga 

Pati 

19. 

Brahmamgari Ashramam 

Muddanur 

20. 

Sivalayam 

Kamalpuram 

21. 

Anjaneya Swami 

Tadavallur 

22. 

Anjaneya Swami 

Chinnamachapalli 

23. 

Chennur Anjaneya 

Chennur 

24. 

Sangameswaram 

Animela 

25. 

Chelima Grove 

Animela 

26. 

Animela Marri 

Animela 

27. 

Sarveswara Ashramam 

Cuddapah 

28. 

Mrukundashramam 

Kothamadhavaram 

29. 

Veeranjaneya Temple 

Mangampet 

30. 

Moulali Darga 

Mantapampalli 

31. 

Gouramma Katta 

Proddutur 

32. 

Nagendra Swami 

Proddutur 

33. 

Nrusimha Kottala 

Kothapeta 

34. 

Vellala Grove 

Rajupalem 

35. 

Gangamma Temple 

Proddutur 
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SI. No. Name of the Sacred Grove 


36. Dhannavada Sivalayam 

37. Narapuram Venkateshwara 

38. Nagalakatta 

39. Rameshwaram 

40. Sivalayam-Darga 

41. Kodandaramswamy 

42. Anjaneyaswami 

43. Chennakesavaswamy 

44. Yellampalli Sivalayam 

45. Dastagiri Swamy Chettu 

46. Veerabrahmagaru 

47. Poleramma 

48. Siddaiah Matam 

49. SiddeswaraAshramam 

50. Angampalli Church 

51. Sattemma Chettu 

52. Jandaswami 

53. Hazarathaiah Masjid 

54. Govindamma Matam 

55. Church Grove 

56. Mahaniya Ashramam 

57. Masthumiya Dargah 

58. Ankalamma gudi 

59. Muskinappa swamy 

60. Gundlur Sivalayam 

61. Gundlur Yellamma 

62. Mannur Yellamma 

63. Sagalamma 

64. Chitvel Darga 

65. Malalamma 


Location/Mandal 


Dhannavada 

Jammalamadugu 

Jammalamadugu 

Proddutur 

Pathaduwur 

Chintagunta 

Duwuru 

Chintagunta 

Yellampalli 

Gopi Reddy Palli 

Brahmamgari Matam 

Brahmamgari Matam 

Mudimala 

Mudimala 

Angampalli 

Angampalli 

Badvel 

Badvel 

Badvel 

Badvel 

Badvel 

Siddavatam 

Nandimandalam 

Parnapalli 

Gundlur 

Gundlur 

Rajampet 

Rajampet 

Chitvel 

Chitvel 
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5. Sacred and Protected Groves of 
East Godavari District 


The East Godavari District has an area of 10,207 Sq.Kms with 3230 Sq.Kms of forests. The climate is 
tropical with temperature variation of 14°C - 43°C. After getting preliminary information from gazetteers 
and knowledgeable individuals, groves were visited or data about them collected from resource persons. 
There are 10 well preserved groves, 3 less disturbed groves and 2 disturbed among those visited and 10 
others not visited i.e 25 groves in all. 

The rare and interesting plants found in East Godavari are: 

1. Arisaema tortuosum 

2. Costus speciosus 

3. Cyathea gigantea 

4. Dioscorea hamiltonii 

5. Drosera burmanii 

6. Entada pursaetha 

7. Gnetum ula 

8. Plumbago indica 

9. Scyphyphora hydrophyllacea 

10. Vanilla wightiana 

The interesting medicinal plants are: 

1. Adathoda zeylanica 

2. Andrographis paniculata 

3. Aristolochia indica 

4. Butea monosperma 

5. Cassia fistula 

6. Catharanthus roseus 

7. Cocculus hirsutus 

8. Crataeva magna 

9. Datura metel 

10. Eclipta prostrata 

11. Gloriosa superba 

12. Hemidesmus indica 

13. Hybanthus ennaespermus 

14. Plumbago zeylanica 

15. Plumbago indica 

16. Phyllanthus emblica 

17. Rauvolfia serpentina 

18. Solanum nigrum 
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19. Strychnos nux-vomica 

20. Soymida febrifuga 

21. Terminalia bellirica 

22. Terminalia chebula 

23. Tinospora cordifolia 

24. Tylophora indica 

25. Vitex negundo 


A description of the 7 well preserved and less disturbed groves is as follows: 

1., Talupulamma Lova - near Lova Koltur about 16Kms from Tuni. 150 acres ofgrovewith the deity 
being goddess Talupalamma who is revered for grantmg boons. A 20 meter lngh JU,«acord,fol,a 
tree nlunbal exists 10 other species of flora are documented and 13 fauna reported. The side of 
STh™h" temple is located is fairly well protected but not the other side which is 
subject to grazing and illicit cutting. Unfortunately animal sacnfices are reported to be practised 
on festival days to propitiate the goddess. 

o a m-mrt* nf 30 acres in and around the hill on top of which the Annavaram Sriveera 

‘ Venlmta^tyamirayana Swamy temple is situated. A 15 metre high Ficus religion free is found 
S?wlth21 other species of flora. Well conserved to the extent not destroyed due to the extension 
of buildings to accommodate influx of pilgrims 

o ^ , aHnnt 20 Kms from Rajahmundry.A20 acre grove associated with Lakshmi Narasimha 

3. Korukonda - a 4 large ^es of Gyrocarpus americanus( Poniki), Holoptelia integrifolia 

S 'mu^riaaua (Devaganneru) and Sapinim emarginatus (Kunkudu). 36 other species of 
flora Muding medicinal plants which are used by local people are also found. Some fauna are 
reported. Thegrove is well protected by the local people. 

4 B haira v apfllem - situated 30Kms from Kakinada in an area of 5 acres inside Reserve Forest, the 

vro« r?ound a temple of Lord Bhairava Swamy worshipped by fishermen. It is near the nver 
mnnrti 4 biff trees of Rhizophora apiculata (Uppu ponna), Avicinnea officinalis (Mada), Excoecana 
nanZrhn fTilla) and Bruguiera gymnorrhiza (Kandiga) mangrove species are found along with 9 
other species. Some minor fauna are reported. The grove is well protected being m Reserve Forest 

5. Pandavulamitta - near Peddapuram (Samalkot nearest rail station) - Area of 10 acres of reserve 
land on a hilly terrain. Legend connects to Mahabharat days and visit of the Pandavas. There is a 
large Ficus religiosa tree and 17 other species of flora. Some minor fauna including reptiles are 
reported. The grove is threatened due to disinterest of local people, quarrying in adjacent lands 
and illicit cutting of wood in the grove. 


6. Thantiko nda - located 5 Kms from Gokavaram on land of Sri Venkateswara Temple extending 
about 10 acres. There are 4 large trees of Ficus religiosa (ravi), Tamarindus indica (chinta), Holoptelia 
integrifolia (nemali) and Strychnos nuxvomica (mushidi). 28 other species of flora are also found. 
The grove is relatively less disturbed. 


7. G ummalla Doddi - situated 22Kms from Rajahmundry with Sri Lakshminarayana Kodanda 
Ramaswamy temple on hill top. 4 big trees of Adina cordifolia (Kamba), Zizyphus jujuba (Regu), 
Sterculia foetida (Gurrapu Badam) and Azadirachta indica (Vepa) and 27 other species of flora 
including other medicinal species. The grove is less disturbed. 
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The well preserved groves of Rampachodavaram tribal area are as follows: 

/ 8* Raropa Hill area: About 60Kms from Rajahmundry and situated near Rampachodavaram. The 
hill is about 2200ft high, and a perennial stream flows from its top. Near the bottom and at midpoint 
of the hill old shiva temples present. The temple is visited by 6-10 thousand people during Shivarathri. 
It is treated by tribals as sacred hill. 


9. Pedda Konda area: It is situated about 40Km from Maredumalli (Maredumalli from Rajahmundry 
68Km) and about 2900ft height The tribals treat this hill as abode of the “devatas” and in general 
hunting is prohibited on this hill. 


10. Dummu Konda: It is about 16Km from Y.Ramavaram (Rajahmundry to Y.Ramavaram). The 
mountain is about 4200ft. height and treated by the tribals as abode of “devatas”. The vegetation is 

very rich here as it is not easily approachable, as one has to walk on hilly track for about six hours 
to reach the place. 


The following plants were observed during the visit to Rampachodavaram area. 

<M),Hybanlhusenneaspermus (M), 
Z™, “ (I), HehOeres mm m.Stercuha ureas (M,G), Grewia tiliafolia (D, Murraya koenigi 

m. Ailanfhusexcelsa (M,D, Garuga pinnate (M), Dalbergia latifolia CD, Mucuna sppW), Pongamia 
pmrnta m.Pterocarpusmarsupmm (XPJlauhinta racemosa, Mangifera indica CT.F), Tamanndus indica 
CT,F) Acacia concmnaAlhzaa amara CD, Entadapunaetha, Kyliaxylocarpa CD Combretum decandnm, 

L L Termma !'?, a ™™ Terminal tomentosa (M,D, Sytygium cumini (M). 

CenteHa asmUcaC M), Mina cordifolm CD, Oldenlamdia species. Plumbago ylanica (M) Rauvolfia 

ZZm^ZnZrnioa CM), 

^ ™ ::tz 


(T:Timber; M:Medicine; G:Gum; F:Food) 

The other groves in East Godavari District are: 

1. Sarpavaram (a pool with Bhavannarayana Temple, Sarpavaram Mandal) 

2 . Sarangadarametta (Bhadrakali Temple, Rajahmundry mandal) 

3. Chollangi (Shiva Temple, Kakinada Mandal) 

4. Dowleswaram (Lakshmi Janardhana Swamy Temple, Rajahmundry mandal) 

5. Vemagiri (Kondalamma Temple, Rajahmimdry) 

6. Surampalem (Eleswaram range-vamilla forest) 

7. Coringa (Mangrove forest near Kakinada) 

8. Palivala (Lord Shiva Koppulingeswara temple in Kothapet mandal) 

9- Ralli Gaganmohini Kesava Temple in Ravulapalem mandal) 

10. Peddapalem (Nookalamma temple) 

11- Appammapalli (Venkateswara Temple in Razole mandal) 

12. Seethapalli (Bapamama temple in Gokavaram mandal) 
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Talupulamma Lova (East Godavari District) 


Ramp a Hill (hast Godavari District) 




















KotappaKonda (Guntur District) 
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6. Sacred and Protected Groves of Guntur District 


The Guntur district extends over an area of 11,391 Sq.Km. The forest area is 1620 Sq.Km and mostly 
degraded forests due to heavy biotic pressure. The annual rainfall is 864 mm and summer temperatures 
go upto 40° to 44°C and in winter temperature goes down to 16°C. There arerevenue mandds ani 
912 villages. Preliminary information on sacred groves was gathered 

persons The district was surveyed for ten days. 17 sacred groves were identified. However, most of the 
groves are disturbed and only three can be said to be less 

varying from six meters to four in dica. The other interesting plants 

pnomtis, Achyranthus aspera, Aegle marmelos. £ yp vv 
groves is given below. 

, „ „ . , ,, Kms fr om Narasaraopet. The nearest villages are Yellamanda and 

1. Kotappa Honda -located of temple land. The deity is Trikuteswara. The temple 

Konda Karur. Tile grove coversl construc ted in 11th century. During Maha Sivarathri over 
is situated on a 1500ft hl 8 h h ' '“j fair caU ed Kotappa Konda tirunal. The heavy influx of 

five lakh people congre^te. to ceteb ^ [( ^ beUeved ^ (he water here has curat j ve 

piUgrims has “^fo^eter girfil, 15 meter high, 80 year old Ficus amplissima tree. 18 species 
properties. There is a fo , b reC orded. The grove is protected by the Endowment 

the grove. 

, l t r l np „ r Konda Veedu village on Phirangipuram to Guntur road. The grove is 

2 . Kondaveedu - located' "ear &mda V,eed ^ ^ ^ Veedu fort was built by Reddy Kings and 

1000 ha and located wi associated with the grove is Gopinatha Swami an incarnation 

was considered impregnable. The deity associatea g 100 ^ 

° f ^ ^'befieved^o^aw^irative 6 properties. ThereU^a^ix'metergirth, 300 year old Ficus 
r^u/^MotLr species of flora are recorded. The grove ,s protected under forest regulations, 
howeverg“aring and faelwood collection pose a threat to the grove. 

3. Nagaijuna Konda - ittis an ' ™ d '^^approSU^y^Sq-Kn 1 in extent and exhibits 

boat from Naganuna Sagar D • Sriparvata and the famous Buddhist Acharya - 

^trub vegetatfon. In aMiert^^^t^s knouni^a^JP^^ and some Saiva temples. The largest 

with a girth of 4-5meters. 27 species of flora, several connnon spec.es of 
fauna are recorded. The island also contains in ara. 
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The other groves in the district are 


SI. No. 

Name of die Sacred Grove 

Location/Mandal 

1 . 

Kailasa Giri 

Phirangipuram 

2. 

Panakala Swami Konda 

Mangalagiri 

3. 

Sitanagaram Konda 

Tadapathri 

4. 

Puttathota 

Mangalagiri 

5. 

Satyanarayana Swami Thota 

Mangalagiri 

6. 

Mastanvali Darga 

Peda Kakani 

7. 

Peda Kakani 

Peda Kakani 

8. 

Ram Lingesara Konda 

Guthikonda 

9. 

Aangaramma Thalli 

Mangalagiri 

10. 

Chebrolu 

Chebrolu 

11. 

Chendolu 

Ponnuru 

12. 

Macherla Chennakesava 

Macherla 

13. 

Tangoda 

Tangoda 

14. 

Ankalamma 

Karampudi 
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7. Sacred and Protected Groves of Hyderabad District 


It is also called as Greater Hyderabad, constitutes the twin cities of Hyderabad and Secunderabad. It is 
surrounded by Rangareddy district (Once Rangareddy district was part of Hyderabad District). It is 
about 1500Sq.Km in area and in general strewn with granite boulders and they form peculiar shapes 
which are unique to this place. Average rainfall about 714 mm, rainy days June-September; during 
winter the temperature ranges 9°-18°C and in summer 36° - 42°C. All the groves are disturbed to very 

disturbed conditions. 


1 • Nowbath Pahad - Situated near Secretariat on hillocks about 225ft high. The Birla planetarium is 
also situated here. On the sides of the hillock many shrubs are present. The important perennials 
are: Annona squamosa, Acacia prainiana, Capparis spp, Albizia spp, Dodonaea viscosa and many 
ornamentals were planted near the temple. 


2 . 

3. 

4. 


5. 


6 . 


Maulali Darga - The Darga is situated on a huge round rock and about 100 years old. Many 
people of different communities visit the place during “Annual urs” time. The vegetation is similar 

to Nowbath Pahad area. 


Babasharfuddin Pahad - It is near Miralam Tank. A dargha is situated on the hill. The vegetation 
is similar to Nowbathpahad area. 

the cantonment area. The complex is about 3 
It is maintained very well and a place of peace 
a good artificial grove which in course of time 

will develop into sacred grove. 


Guruvayur Temple - It is situated near Lai bazar in 
hectares area and developed by Indian Army people, 
and serenity. Many plants were planted here and it is 


O.U.Campus - The Osmania University campus covers about 1600acres and m general the 
vegetation is protected. There are 3 sacred groves. 

a) Nagadevata grove - it is in front of the administrative building and since last two decades the 

trees here are protected and they are Pongamia pinnata, Acacia leucophloea. Cassia spp, 
Dolichandrone falcata, Sygygium cumini. 


b) Gyanalaxmi temple area -on a raised ground near general library, Gyana Laxnu and Hanuman 
temple present. The vegetation is protected; they are Ficus religoisa Ficus bengalensis, 
Dalbergia sissoo, Acacia leucophloea, Albizia spp, Holoptelea mtegrifolia and Tamanndus tndica. 

c) Deer Park area - about 200 acres were fenced and well protected behind V.C.Lodge since 
1984. The vegetation is well developed. 


Chiran Palace (Brahmananda Reddy National Park). Recently (1995) the AP.Government 
established this park near banjara hill area. It covers about 400 acres and estimated to contain 
about 600 taxa. Two plants oiDillenia pantagyna are observed m the park and this species is rare 

within Hyderabad and Rangareddy. 
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8. Sacred and Protected Groves of Karimnagar District 


Karimnagar District is a big district having an area of 11700Sq.Km. Forest land covers 2560Sq.Km of 
the area. The rainfall is 953mm and the maximum temperature is 43.2°C and minimum isl2.2°C. 4 
groves have been identified on a quick investigation. These are described below. 

1. Kaleswaram Temple - location in Reserve Forest of Bhupalapalli in Mahadevpur, the grove is in 
Kaieswaram village which is reached from Warangal via Mahadevpur and is 16Kms from there. It 
C ° UGnCe ° f 1>rana ^ ita Godavari rivers. It covers an area of 1 Sq.Km and has a 
envirnn^ t^ raS T am i te P) p e ’ one the three jyothirlingas of Andhra Pradesh. The temple and 
Karivem'i Ph n eC1 U ° US trees Aegle marmelos (maredu), Murraya paniculata (Konda 
(chedu mii n ^ omarus (nelausiri ) Boerhaviaspp. (atikamavidi) as also Moringa concanensis 

r«er^S^ feUna haVC ^ “ bUt ™ re is ^ 

terrain is hillv anH^h^ near ^ a ^* a ' on the Karimnagar Korutla route inside Reserve Forest The 

o“ uo “ Szs here - r ve is toside is 

(Maddi), Anogetssus latifolia <*!*?>> Te ™ ina,ia “” nen . t °f? 


3. 


-- inuuKey, langur, wildboar reDtiles hirH< 

the grove needs better conservatton and mltn^ce 

it is inside Manthaldl^o^f? 16 I ° aated ln Kamanpur, Begumpet on Pedapalli Manthani route 
hiUs. IhereTsTTdtato ^ ?E* “ hffly . and the «"« is •*** a series of 
collection of medicinal nlanfs F 6 ^ ove .? a ^ 1 h‘ ama temple. The area is well known for 

medicinal plants like Cocrulu* T * ~° rt vis ^ t ^ le investigator could collect 22 important 
Trianthema decandra Gisekia bhnr^ U ^ ^inospora, Cordifolia, Urena lobata, Sterculia urens, 
gynandra, Adhatoda vasica, Withania™ eS ’.f olan * m nigrum, Calotropisgigantea, C.procea, Cleome 
officinalis, Sarcostemma acidum pu ™ ni ^ ra ’ Capparis zeylancia, Terminalia bellirica, Emblica 
Adieus. Anumb“^ ***• * Cassia fistula, Sphaeranthus 

amdety about the conservatton of uf dS ° f 3 migratory na ture have been reported. But there is 
Vemulawada eSpecia "> r about °™r “““don of medicinal plants. 

and 35KnS from Sma^Th? ** K f rimna K ar ; K amareddy Road about llKms from Sircilla 
Square Kilometre. There is ale \ lstor i c Sri RnJ 3 Rajeswari temple inside this grove of 1 

frees topped by a verv bio- Fir- 0 + G ° m ° a mus h m saint inside, which is worshipped. A lot of 
there should be more attention^iddtobtodfrere™ 6 “** “ “ nder End ° wment Department and 
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9. Sacred and Protected Groves of Khammam District 


Khammam District has an area of 16000Sq;Kms of which 8436.94 are forests. The average rainfall of the 
district is 1046mm and the temperature ranges between 41.3° to 16.6°C. Thedistrict was covered by a 
qukklley whfch indicated four groves, details of which are given below: 

1 Nugur Fort - located near Venkatapuram, it has a temple of Potaraju. The grove is approachable 
on the route from Charla to Vazeedu. The grove is situated in Cherla Reserve Forest of 
Bhadrachalam and covers an area of approximately 5Sq.Km. It is surrounded by hills. The fort of 
Potaraju has history behind it and the local population is mostly tribals. The grove has a lot of 
Madhuca indica (ippa) trees which the tribals do not cut. There are medicinal plants like Costus 
speciosus, Wrightia tinctoria, Gymnea sylvestre and also epiphytic orchids like species of acampe, 
Termina’lia bellirica. Poisonous plants like Cleistanthus collinus (fish poison) also exist. Fauna like 
wildboar, peacock, sambar are also reported. Some rare aquatic plants like Sagittaria guyanensis, 
lappula are also found. The grove is fairly well preserved but there are pressures due to extension 
of agriculture and grazing. The grove calls for better protection. 

2. Parnasala - Near Dummugudem (mandal headquarters) and is 35 Kms from Bhadrachalam on 
Charla route. The grove extends to 2 square kilometres inside, Bhadrachalam Reserve Forest. 
There is great history in the place as it is associated with the visit of Lord Rama in Ramayana. 
There is a temple for Lord Rama here where thousands of devotees flock especially on Snrama 
Navami day. The trees found commonly are Diospyros melanoxylon (Tuni O ' 3 ucain ppa^ 
Terminalia tomentosa (maddi) Butea monosperma (moduga) etc. Severa me lcina p an s are oun 
like ( Andrographis, Eclipta alba, Phyllanthus amarus (nela usin) ygfo l a nee i go l , 
Trianthema portulacastrum, Alangium salvifolium, Aerva lanata, Digena muncata, Anstolochia 
bracteata, A. indica etc. There are only minor fauna noticed. As Godavai i river is near, ere is 
theophytic vegetation also. The grove needs better protection especia y agains m 


Sthambhadri, Khammam Fort - located in the middle of Khammam town, it covers 2Sq^Kim It 
has an ancient Lakshminarasimhaswami temple. The temple is at a i top aving 
Archaeology Department is looking after the area. Trees include severa cus species. ere ai e 
medicinal plants like Pergularia daemia, Marsdenia volubilis, Vernonia cinera, occinea gran is. 
Euphorbia hirta, Phyllanthus reticulatus,Abutilon indicum, Cocculushirsutus, Tinospora cordifolia, 
Boerhavia diffusa, Vitex negundo etc. There are no significant fauna. The grove is su jec o eavy 
grazing and overrunning of exotic plants. Needs better protection. 
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Ratnagiri Fort (Karimnagar District) 


42 









1 



Nugnr Fort (Khammam District) 



Thirumalagiri (Krishna District) 
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9. Sacred and Protected Groves of Krishna District 


4. 


7 fi 0 / ^ aS an area °f Sq.Km and the forest area is 660 Sq.Km and contributes a men 

andWai l' StnCt ^ ea J Pre ! iminary information on sacred groves was gathered from district gazetted 
12 sacred 0 ™^ e .^ lstr |^ t was surveyed for 10 days with participation of faculty from local colleges 
Each grove is , en ^ ed ‘ Howeve r most of the groves are disturbed and only 3 are less disturbed 

from 3 meters to 6^ T** & !f ge tree which is wel1 Preserved. In all 13 large trees varying in girth 
benghalensis Ficus relmin, ^ 10 ° yearS t0 500 yearS exist in these S roves - These include Ficus 
grove is 6mtrs in eirtlfa hi ampbssima ' and Plumeria alba. The Neem tree in Makkkapetla sacred 
groves are Ziziphus Anon ° Ca Pe0lde c ^ m tba t it is 600 years old. The other species recorded in the 

lamarkii, Abutilon ’indiru^o™ 0 !-* 1 ' p>b ^} an H' lus cmblica, Bauhinia species, Syzygium cumini, Alanguim 

, Randia species, Calotropis spp. 

A brief description of the better preserved groves is given below. 

!• Kanakadurgamma KonH a 

Indrakeladri hill in ViiavawaH " pproximate ^ 10 hectares in extent, the grove is located on 
the Pandava hero had come t m ! Urrounds the sacred Dur g a temple. As the legend goes Arjuna 
top of the Indrakeladri hill t? ^ banks of Krishna and hidden his heavenly bow and arrows on 
Forest Department has done 6 Ve ?*T* adon on the hill has suffered due to biotic pressure and the 
flora are recorded including considerable work to restore the vegetation. Around 20 species of 
2 K d . gSeveralplanted by the Forest Department. 

The presiding deity tathftemnli 0 ^- I? the Kondapalli Reserve Forest, lOKms from Vijayawada, 
offer prayers here. More than i« S ^ eereswara Swamy. There is also a darga; all communities 
Ficus amplissima, 6.8 meters in of dora are recorded. The largest tree in the grove is 

local demands for grazing and wood ^ yearS °^ d - The grove is under pressure from 

with the grove is Sri Venkateswar^c^ 11 ^ ror ^_^ r ^ ayawada near J a ggayyapeta, the deity associated 
20 other species of flora are notion ^ l ar gest tree 5mts girth is Ficus benghalensis ; over 

wood demand poses a threat to the grove 6mP 6 * S visited by a l ar ge number of pilgrims and fuel 

Gunadala Matha G 

in extent. The deity associated withli. 631 *" ,yna<: ^ a ' a ^" In from Vijayawada the grove is 3 hectares 
community; over 20 species of flora * ^ r0vfi (aynadala Matha and is held sacred by the Christian 

KolleU Kota 1 0 ,argest h™ 8 3 RcUS religioaa tree ' 

island in Roller uUkt Ka j kaIu ra near the village of the same name, this grove is on an 

varu - Annually a Jathra is hefd i m 2 Vn! In , extent and the Presiding deity is Sri Peddintamma 
the island from floods and^he de !‘ y ‘ S bdieVed ‘° protect the community living on 

beinga Ficus religiosa tree ^ l SPedeS ° f n ° ra are recorded ’ th c biggest 

visit the lake in thousands ‘ S h ° me f ° r 3 large number of birds, which 
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The other groves in Krishna District are 


SI. No. 

Name of the Sacred Grove 

Location/Mandal 

1 . 

Kangara Mallaiah Konda 

Jaggayyapeta 

2. 

Sri Lankamma 

Avanigedda 

3. 

Chintala topu 

Jaggayyapeta 

4. 

Subrahmanyeswara Swamy 

Mopileni 

5. 

Makkampeta 

Jaggayyapeta 

6. 

Vedadhri 

Jaggayyapeta 

7. 

Penugarchipadu 

Penugarchipadu 
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11. Sacred and Protected Groves of Kurnool District 


Kurnool District has a geographical area of 17658 Sq.kms of which 18 percent is under forests. The 
average annual rainfall is 630 mm. The temperature ranges from 18°C to 41°C. The Nallamalas, Erramalas 
mid part of Velikondas hiU ranges increase the possibilities of existence of a number of sacred groves. 
This has been confirmed in the survey which covered 29 days covering 290 villages. According to this, 
there are 115 sacred groves, 10 of which could not be visited due to heavy rains but are included on the 

bas,s of secondary information. 39 of them are classified as major groves 14 of which are hotspots and 
76 are minor groves. 


The sacred grov^ harboured large trees varying in height from 15 to 35 metres and including 6 Ficus 

tgiosa ees> !r! *s cnfs a crisis Ficus microcarpa, 2Azadirachta indica, 1 Syzygium cumini and 1 

JZ T ’“T 1? “r" S 0f£l0ra were comm °n>y seen in all most allgroves. Also reported 

Kurnool Tarirt renort H tf’ p . reptl e ’^ Atbphhfinn, 6 Fishes, 10 invertebrates, 7 additions to flora of 
Kurnool district reported by fcyu and Pullaiah 1995 have been recorded during the survey. 

A description of the 14 better groves among the major groves described as hot spots is as follows: 

'■ manda, > 8 Kms from Kurnool on Bangalore road. The grove 

1 h f^ , ' 501 " ere n °ted including three large trees. More than 125 species 

are recorded. Fauna bke monkeys, lizards, toads, bees, butterflies, numbering over 40 were noticed. 

trees h^dito^^ Uvel Protection of even sacred 

2 ‘ 33KmS fr ° m K “™°'« Bangalore Road. Grove of 4 

se^ndutofw^enffl^-m^^^^“''dergrowthnoticed.Alotof&unaare commonly 
seen including wolf, reptiles. Protection by people stems from the strong belief that any harmful 

act to the trees will cause ill health to the nprsnn a™™ . „.. s uldL duy . 

, ... ..... lu me person doing the harm. 2 big trees, one Ficus relmosa 

and one Azadirachta tndrca are present in the grove. Deity Lord Brahmeswa^ 

3 ' W^ratedt^nd US? “ fr<>m “ — Neriniki Thanda 2Km 

by walk. Situated around idol on a lull top. Vegetation considered sacred. There is a very old and 

Uchenandmoss also 

cobra, antelopes, wolf, wild boar also reported e sL^ted 1 onte° Ve | al | d “ th Tf- faUna " ke mongoose ' 

reporter!. Situated on temple land. Deity Malleswara Swamy. 

4. Ramamandal - situated 3Kms from Adoni about 25 hectares in extent Locally also known as 

Abhayaranya. Ponds exist Trees are scattered and poor in growth The area has inoTmnles 
dargah, masjid etc. Detailed study is required. 3 ” 3S 100 tem P le ’ 

5. Hhovi - 25 Kms from Adoni. A grove of 8 hectare tpmnlo a • , 

birrr as ther h e is a 

• 1 A A V. 0 there but are somewhat stunted with less than 1 metre in m-owth Snecies 

S bu^equfre sTtudf 'W ^ *'*?'*' ^ m0mcte ’ Pmu » is eto. Herbs 

preserved X ' ’ ^ Partridge ' ^ and reptiks «» roported. Fairly well 
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6. Upper Ahobilam - From Kurnool via Allagadda is 150Km away. 25Km from Allagadda and 6Km 
from lower Ahobilam. Inside Reserve Forest 50 hectare grove with temple of Vijayanagar period. 
Deity Ugra Narasihaswamy. Located on hilly terrain with seasonal waterfall. Over 1000 trees existing 
of different species including Ficus spp, Azardirachta indica, Bauhinia, Herbs like Polyarichum, 
moss, Adiantum capillis - veneris, Tiliacora acuminata. Many common fauna are reported including 
carnivores like the wolf. No damage reported. 

7. x Belum Caves - situated 25 Kms from Tadipatri on Hyderabad-Bangalore road and 20 Kms from 

Owk. These are caves with Udbava lingam deity called Panchamukhalingeswara. There are 
kilometers of deep caves under open cultivated fields. Only 10% of the cave area has been explored. 
Identification of blind fish (species not known) was reported to have been made by a German 
team. Bats, small birds, bees etc frequent; flora if any have not been listed. The area has to be 
preserved and explored further. 

8. Yaganti - HKms from Banaganapalle on Pasupula road. 5Km from Yagantipalli. The grove is 50 
hectares in extent Deity is Umamaheswara swamy. Yaganti caves are also present which have not 
been explored. Over 100 trees exist with a very old and big Tamarind tree dominating the scene. 
Medicinal plants and shrubs exist along with trees including Ficus benghalensis, Ficus religiosa, 
Ficus amplissima, Azadirachta indica, Salvodara persica etc. Bats, wolf, wild boars are reported 
along with other lesser fauna. Grove is well preserved. 

9. Kambagiri Konda - From Racherla 45 Kms via Peapally. Grove extends to 100 hectares in Reserve 
Forest having water bodies. Deity is Lukhulah Pandavala Kambagiri Swamy. Over 1000 trees exist 
with a large syzygium cumini tree. About 156 species of flora exist. Peacocks seen and other fauna 
reported. Occasionally panthers are seen. Grove needs attention with a view to make detailed 
study of flora. 

10. Chandrayuni gudi - From Paepally via Garladinne 35Kms. Grove of 20 hectares with perennial 
spring on temple land. Deity Chandrayana Swamy. There are caves said to be connected to Yaganti 
caves. About 65 species of flora recorded. One Albizia odoratisima tree of 30 meters height and 
four meters girth seen. Fauna includes bats, tortoise, bears (occasional) wolfs etc. As near by area 
is exploited for limestone there is a lot of biotic interference. Biodiversity is neglected. 

11. Maddiletiswamy - 5Kms from R.S.Rangapuram which is reached from Banaganapalle via 
Bethemcherla. Grove is 25 hectares in extent with both temple land and reserve forest Deity 
Narayanaswamy. Over 500 trees exist including an old tamarind tree. 89 species of flora and a lot of 
fauna inclu ding tortoise, peacocks, pangolins reported. Grove is threatened by practices of pilgrims 
including starting of fires during festivals. 

12. Mahanandi - 15Kms from Nandyal; it is a 25 hectare grove having a perennial spring and a temple 
with deity of Lord Eswara. Over 500 trees seen including two big and old trees of Ficus religiosa 
and Bombax ceiba. No animals seen but exist in near by forests. Fish found in ponds near temple. 
Need for more detailed study of flora. 

13. Kolambharathi - 5Kms from Sivapuram which is 20kms from Kurnool on the Atmakur route. 10 
hectares grove on temple land. Deity is Bharathi and legends go back to Ramayana period. Over 
1000 trees and 200 species of flora seen. Two giant trees of Mangifera indica and Ficus religiosa 
exist. Tigers, antelopes, wildboar, wolf, bees, fish, amphibians, invertebrates are reported. There 
is need for better protection. 
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14. P alarihar a-P ancharihar a - situated in Hatakiswaram 4kms before Srisailam. A grove of 2 hectares 
of Forest land having spring, waterfall with mineral and medicinal quality. The grove is known as 
Adi Sankara Grove. Over 100 trees are there and about 32 plants were recorded but more intensive 
study needed. During nights tigers roar in the area. Antelopes, wild boar, monkey are common. 
The grove itself is well preserved but in the adjacent forest there is damage due to cutting of 
bamboo etc. 

The remaining groves of Kurnool District are as follows: 

MAJOR GROVES 


SI. No. 

1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 

9. 

10 . 

11 . 

12 . 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20 . 

21 . 

22 . 

23. 

24. 

25. 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 


Name of the Sacred Grove 
Ee-d-ga 

Venganna baavi 

Kanamadakala bugga 

Kalvabugga 

Panyam 

Yellarthi 

Karidiguddam 

Ramajala 

Temple complex 

Pulugutta anjaneya 

Matam grove 

Gudikal grove 

Narasimhaswamy thota 

muthyalapadu church 

Ramathirtham 

Nainalappa 

Bugga venkateswara 

Gollapalli bugga 

Suryanandi 

Bhogiesaaram 

Bairluti darga 

Kottalacheruvu 

Lingamanna 

Temple darga grove 

Srisailam 

Moulalaiah darga 
Satyanarayana grove 
Coles church grove 
CSI & spg grove 
Renuka yellamma 


Location/Mandal 

Kurnool/Kurnool 

Anugonda/Kurnool 

Kanamadakala/ Orvakal 

Kalvabugga/ Orvakal 

Panyam/Panyam 

Yellarthi/Hologunda 

Karidiguddam/Alur 

Adoni/Adoni 

Adoni/Adoni 

Thovi/Kowthalam 

Kamavaram/Kowthalam 

Gudikal/Yemmiganur 

Hosur/Pathikonda 

Muthyalapadu/Chagalamarri 

Knshnapuram/Allagadda 

N ossam/Samjamala 

N ossam/Samjamala 

Ramaknshnapuram/Banaganapalli 

Mahanandi/Mahanandi 

Koratamaddi/ — 

Bairluti/ Atmakur 
Kottalacheruvu/Atmakur 
Kottalacheruvu/ Atmakur 
Sivapuram/ Kothapalli 
Srisailam/Srisailam 


MINOR GROVES 

Kurnool/ Kurnool 
Kurnool/ Kurnool 
Kurnool/ Kurnool 
Kurnool/ Kurnool 
Veldurthi/ Veldurthi 
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SI. No. 

Name of the Sacred Grove 

6. 

Sunkalamma-narasimha grove 

7. 

Smaremma 

8. 

Sunkalamma-yellamma 

9. 

Bamminireddy palli 

10. 

Kothabugga sivalayam 

11. 

Patha bugga 

12. 

Nella bella sunkalamma 

13. 

B. thamdrapadu temple 

14. 

Gokharamaiah darga 

15. 

Temple -darga 

16. 

Panakeswara 

17. 

Brindavanam 

18. 

Chowdeswari 

19. 

Bairaveswara 

20. 

Kota venkateswara swamy 

21. 

Gopal das balaji matam 

22. 

Halkar masjid 

23. 

Khadri darga 

24. 

Maremma gudi 

25. 

Yellamma grove 

26. 

Thanisa khadir darga 

27. 

Taheedsha khadir darga 

28. 

Bhavagi matam 

29. 

Farisa baba darga 

30. 

Nilkanteswara temple 

31. 

Nagareswara temple 

32. 

Shakti temple 

33. 

Sahi jamia masjid 

34. 

Naganathana halli 

35. 

Hanuman grove 

36. 

Chennakesava swamy 

37. 

Shiva temple 

38. 

Neriniki darga 

39. 

Arikeri temple complex 

40. 

Arikeri darga 

41. 

Bambam swamy 

42 

Mukkudayya thata 

43. 

Temple darga grove 

44. 

Sivaramavadootha ashramam 

45. 

Narasimhaswamy temple 


Location/Mandal 

Veldurthi/ Veldurthi 
Dhone/ Dhone 
Udumulapadu/ Dhone 
B.RPalli/ Veldhurthi 
Dhone/ Dhone 
Dhone/ Dhone 
Nella Bella/ Peapully 
B.Thamdrapadu/ Kurnool 
B.Thamdrapadu/ Kurnool 
Gudicherla/ Orvakal 
Panyam/ Panyam 
Gani/ Gadivemula 
Gani/ Gadivemula 
Gani/ Gadivemula 
Adoni Fort/ Adoni 
Adoni Fort/ Adoni 
Adoni Fort/ Adoni 
Adoni Fort/ Adoni 
Adoni Fort/ Adoni 
Ranamandal/ Adoni 
Ranamandal/ Adoni 
Ranamandal/ Adoni 
Adoni/ Adoni 
Adoni/ Adoni 
Adoni/ Adoni 
Adoni/ Adoni 
Adoni/ Adoni 
Adoni/ Adoni 
N.Halli/ Adoni 
Halagonda/ Halagonda 
Halagonda/ Halagonda 
Halagonda/ Halagonda 
Neriniki/ Halagonda 
Arikeri/ Alur 
Arikeri/ Alur 
Chippagiri/ Chippagiri 
Kamavaram/ Kowthalam 
Kamavaram/ Kowthalam 
Kamavaram/ Kowthalam 
Urukonda/ Kowthalam 
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SI. No. Name of the Sacred Grove 


Location/Mandal 


46. 

47. 

48. 

49. 

50. 

51. 

52. 

53. 

54. 

55. 

56. 

57. 
58 

59. 

60. 
61. 
62. 

63. 

64. 

65. 

66 . 

67. 

68 . 

69. 

70. 


Manthralayam grove 
Ahobilam 

Brahmamgari ashram 
Lakshminarasimha 
Panduranga swamy 
Tikkeswamy darga 
Cherlopally shivalayam 
Kolimigundla 
Allagadda ramalayam 
Temple - darga 
Nosam sivalayam 
Kanakadri palli temple 
Brahmamgari matam 
Veerabhadra 
Muchatla 
SPG Church 
Bhimeswara 
Ayanna arugu 
Karivena grove 
Bairluti anjaneya 
Nandulu 
Bannur 

Mandlem marri 
Visweswara 
Pulaiah bhavi 


71. 

72. 

73. 

74. 

75. 

76. 


Chowdeswari 
Bollavaram 
Gargeya puram darga 
Ganta matam 
Hatakeswaram 
Sikharam 


Manthralayam/ Manthralayam 
Ahobilam/ Allagadda 
Chagalamarri/ Chagalamarri 
Muthyalapadu/ Chagalamarri 
Koilakuntla/ Koilakuntla 
Owk/Owk 
Cherlopally/ Owk 
Kolimigundla/ Kolimigundla 
Allagadda/ Allagadda 
Allagadda/ Allagadda 
Nossam/ Sanjamala 
Kanakadripalli/ Kolimigundla 
Banaganapalli/ Banaganapalli 
Jalagadurgam/ Peapully 
Rangapuram/ Bethamcherla 
Nandyal/ Nandyal 
Nandyal/ Nandyal 
Mahanadi/ Mahanadi 
Karivena/ Atmakur 
Bairluti/ Atmakur 
Kambalapalli/ Atmakur 
Bannur/ Jupadu Bunglaw 
Mandlem/ Jupadu Bunglaw 

Tangedanchu/Jupadubunglaw 

Nandikotkur/ Nandikotkur 
Nandikotkur/ Nandikotkur 
Kamballapalli/ Nandikotkur 
Gargeyapuram/ Kurnool 
Srisailam/ Srisailam 
Srisailam/ Srisailam 
Srisailam/ Srisailam 






Paladliara Panchadhara (Kurnool District) 



Upper Ahobilam (Kurnool District) 
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Eedgah (Kurnool District) 



Kurumurthi Temple (Mahbubnagar District) 
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12. Sacred and Protected Groves of 
Mahabubnagar District 

The Mahabubnagar district covers 18396Sq.Km and is the 4th largest in the State of Andhra Pradesh in 
terms of area. The rainfall average is only 675mm and temperatures are high going upto 40°C during 
April and May and having a dry period from January to May. About 3668.34 Sq.Km has forests. There 
are 9 groves having good to moderate vegetation. There are six more groves with a few trees often on 
plains, 7 groves lacking vegetation and two groves protected recently but not treated as sacred. 

A description of the 9 groves follows: 

1. ✓ Umamaheswaram - situated 160 Kms from Hyderabad on the road to Srisailam. It is 15Kms from 
Achampet and lOKms from Mannanur. The grove is around Shiva temple situated in the middle of 
the hill surrounded by forests. Near the temple water percolates through the rocks throughout 
the year and harbours many non flowering plants. It has the richest flora in Mahabubnagar District. 
About 400 plants were recorded during floristic studies of which about 150 are perennial. 
Bryophytes like Riccella, Notothallus, Moss, Marchantia, and Pteridophytes, viz Salaginella species, 
Pteridium spp, Adiantum incisum, Actiniopteris, Petris etc were observed. Human interference 
has started with tea stalls etc too close to the temple adding to pollution. It is an important grove 
requiring better protection. 

2. Saileshwaram valley: This is about 160 Kms from Hyderabad and 22 Kms from Mannanur on the 
road to Srisailam. The grove has a rock shaped like a Siva ‘linga’ which is worshipped and annual 
jatras take place. There is thick vegetation similar to Umamaheswaram. 

3. Kadalivanam : This is 35 Kms from Mannanur on the Hyderabad Srisailam road. There is an 
annual jatra here attracting people from Maharashtra and Karnataka as well. It is better than 
Umamaheswaram having somewhat different flora. These include wild Bananas and many 
zingiberaceae members. 

In the above three areas of Achampet taluk where flora abound atleast 33 medicinal plants have 
been observed. Dr.S.T.Ramachandrachary has recorded 575 flowering plants of which 508 are 
wild and represented by 119 tree members. 

4. Jellupenta: This is on the Khollapur Hill range 45 Kms from Khollapur. The hill is about 3000 feet. 
The name Jellupenta is derived from Jellu - seeping water and penta - flat area. There is a large 
Ficus benghalensis tree revered by Chenchu tribes. Common plants are Hardwickia binata, 
Terminalia species, Milletia auriculata, Odina voodier, Lagerstroemia parviflora. Anogessus latifolia, 
Bauhinia vahlii, Boswellia serrata, Chukrasia tabularis, Bamboo. Below the Ficus benghalensis 
tree, the rare taxon Curcuma nilgiraensis was found. There are many medicinal plants. This place 
requires better protection. 

5. Singavatnam - Laxmidevamma gudi grove situated 190 Kms from Hyderabad and 9 Kms from 
Khollapur. Laxmidevamma temple has a large lake Srivarisamudram and a hillock adjacent to it. 
1.5 KM away there is an old Laxminarsima swamy temple which is a sacred place. The hillock and 
area between the two temples has a lot of vegetation and the Neem tree and Mimusops elengi in the 
temple are sacred and there is a “Jemmi Chettu” on the road side. The vegetation includes 
Azadirachta indica (Neem), Tamarindus indica (Tamarind), Alangium salvifolium, Wrightia 


53 




tomentosa (Palakodisa), Acacia nilotica (Tumma), Capparisspp, Cissus vitiginea, Randia spinosa, 
Cassia species, Butea monosperma, Zizyphus species, Mimusops elengi and lot of grass. 

6. Yettam (highest point) : Yettam Gattu hill is about 12 Kms from Khollapur where there is a small 
Ramalingeshwara Swamy temple. There is vegetation on the hill which includes Annona squamosa 
(Seethaphal), Tamarindus indica, Plumeria rubra. 

7. Maniyamkonda : This is 160 Kms from Hyderabad and 18 Kms from Mahabubnagar. There is a 
very old temple on top of the hill with good vegetation represented by Albizia amara, Albizia 
lebbeck, Annona squamosa, Acacia species, Bauhinia species, Tamarindus indica, Ficus species, 
Wrightia tomentosa, Zizyphus species. An NGO called Maniyamkonda Nature Lovers Society is 
trying to protect this area. 

8. Kurumurthi konda : This hill is 43 Kms from Mahabubnagar. It has Kurumurthi swamy (a form 
of lord venkateshwara) temple. The vegetation is similar to Maniyamkonda. The hill is treated as 
sacred and lamp is lit on the top of the hill regularly on “Karthika Suddha Sapthami”. 

9. Koyalakonda area : This is 22 Kms from Mahabubnagar. The vegetation is similar to 
Maniyamkonda and has an Idgah situated here. 

Other groves include Balabrahmeshwaram Alayam 90 Kms from Mahabubnagar (also called 
Dakshinakashi), Gangapuram Chennakeshanna temple hill 15 Kms from Jadcherla, Gurumukkala hill 
having Venkateshwara idol, Khanapur Channakeshava temple, Shadnagar (Lakshminarayana and 
Mammadipalli temples) and Gadwal. All of them except Khanapur have poor vegetation but are sacred 
and require protection. 

The 7 groves lacking vegetation having occasional ficus species are Irwin village, Uttanur (Aijamandal), 
Kandur (Musapet mandal), Gurumukkala (Dharwad mandal), Mallakallu (Gadwal Mandal) Ramagiri 
(Telkapalli mandal) and Vaddemanu (Bijana pally mandal.). 

In addition there is the Pillala Marri Banyan tree (Ficus Benghalensis ) about 10 Kms from Mahabubnagar 
and covering a large area and harbouring micro and avifauna now protected by the forest department, 
Near Khollapur town many temples are being shifted due to Somasila project and groves are being 
developed around Madhana Gopala Swamy temple complex and Somalingheswara temple complex. 
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13. Sacred and Protected Groves of Medak District. 


The district area is 9700Sq.Km and Forest area is 950Sq.Km. The maximum temperature is 39.8°C and 
minimum temperature is 8.2°C Annual rainfall 959mm. A quick survey of the district was made to identify 
the sacred groves. Yedupayala is a major grove which is described here. 

1. Yedupayala - located in Andol taluk of Medak district and 120Km north of Hyderabad, the nearest 
village is Potanchettupalli. River Manjeera divides into seven streams and hence the name 
Yedupayala. The deity is Durga Devi. It is believed that Janamejaya performed Sarpayaga at this 
place. The surrounding area is covered with forest with Tectona grandis, Terminalias, and other 
dry deciduous species and the forest is in degraded condition. Some of the species of medicinal 
value are Terminalia bellirica, Garuga pinnata. The local people consider the area sacred but the 
area is under biotic pressure. 

2. Alladurg near Andole in Alladurg Mandal. Grove with Shiva Linga - Veerabadhra Swamy temple. 

3. Rumaravelli - Siddipet Mandal, temple of Mallikarjuna Swamy. 

4. Mallamma Temple - 4Kms from Dubbak on the way to Mustabad. Located inside Reserve Forest 
having trees like Sterculia urens (Tapsi), Ficus religiosa (Ravi) and Ficus benghalensis (Marri) 

The other places of importance in the district are Medak Church, Narayankhed, Pocharam, Narsapur, 
Kochinapalli. The district could not be covered fully and needs further survey. 
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14. Sacred and Protected Groves of Nalgonda District 


Nalgonda is a district with an area of about 14240 Sq.Km strewn with hills and boulders. The temperatures 
range from 16°C to 30°C in winter and 40°C to 45°C in summer. The summer is fairly long and dry. 
Rainfall recorded between June and September averages only 700mm. In such dry and arid conditions 
only about 83000 hectares of forests exist and the conditions are not propitious for existence of many 
sacred groves. There are a number of sacred places having ficus trees or neem trees but no admixture 
of vegetation as in a grove except in a few places. 

There are two groves in forest area with good vegetation and there are 2 groves with moderate vegetation 
situated on hills or lowlands. There are 5 other groves which have poor vegetation and one of recent 
origin but have not yet attained full status of sacred groves. 


The four groves in the first category are featured below: 


1. Yadagirigutta - This is about 60 KM from Hyderabad situated 5 KM away from the Hyderabad 
Warangal road, the turning to the hillock being about 8 Kms away from Bhongir while proceeding 
to Warangal. It has a very old and sacred Narasimha Swamy temple. The vegetation on the hills 
comprises Ficus species, Gyrocarpus, Euphorbia species. Acacia nilotica, Prosopis juliflora, Annona 
squamosa and many seasonal herbs. It has the potential to be revived by regeneration and selective 
plantation on the main hillock as well as surrounding hillocks taking villagers into confidence. 

2. Chandrumgutta (Arur) Machyagiri Laxminarsimha Swamy Hill: This is 45 Kms from Hyderabad 
and 10 Kms from Voligonda and 2 Kms from Arur. It has a hillock of about 800 feet and a 800 years 
old Machyagiri Laxminarsimhaswami temple. The place treated as most sacred next to 
Yadagirigutta. The name of the deity is after the coloured fish in a perennial water pond on top of 
die hill. The pond has Pistia plants. There are trees on the way up like Wrightia tomentosa, Holoptelea 
integrifolia (Nemali) , Gyrocarpus americanus, Annona squamosa, Cassia auriculata, Carissa 
carandas, Phyllanthus reticulatus, Randia species, Butea monosperma, Euphorbia antiquorum, 
Euphorbia trigona and Cissus vitiginea. Cissus vitiginea has medicinal properties and is said to 
cure tumours but this part is not yet recorded or tested. Euphorbia species have the potential to 
yield petroleum products from their latex. 


3. 


4. 


Narketpalli - Ramalingeswara swami hill - This is 4 Kms from Narketpalli which itself is 90 Kms 
from Hyderabad on the highway to Vijayawada. The vegetation around the Ramalingeswara swami 

temple situated at the top of 500 feet hill is protected and is similar to that in Machiyagiri 
Laxminarayana swami hill area. 

Ethipothala -'This is a water fall area under an old temple which is about 152 Kms from Hyderabad 
towards Naganuna Sagar Dam and about 11 Kms from Nagaijuna Konda area. The Chandravanka 
mountam stream flows down front a height of 70ft and forms a beautiful lagoon where crocodiles 
breed. The vegetation ts srnnlar to Narketpalli area but species like Calotroph procera, Trichodesma 
zeylanica, Heliotropium brevifolium are also seen. 
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The other up and coming groves are 

1) Mattapalli (245 kms from Hyderabad via Kodad) on the banks of Krishna river and having a 
Narasimhaswamy temple. 

2) Kolampalli jain temple about 70kms from Hyderabad and 7kms from Aler having an old Jaintemple 
but poor vegetation. 

3) Bibinagar-Akkanna Madanna Temple on a hill but vegetation is poor. 

4) Vadepalli where river Moosi meets river Krishna 19Kms from Miriyalaguda- the place is treated as 
sacred and has a temple nearby. Tree vegetation is poor. 

5) Kethepally adjacent to Hyderabad-Vijayawada National Highway in Nakrekal mandal. 6 acres of 
grove conserved by the Church. Trees and shrubs seen. 
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15. Sacred and Protected Groves of Nellore District 


Th e district was explored for 30days covering over 220 villages. 87 groves were repor e __ mnr p 
are classified as major groves (of which 4 are described as hotspots) There is a P° ssl 11 
groves being found especially in the Shriharikota Island area and some other places like en 
and Rapur which will have to be the subject of a further study. Most groves suffer from cavy 10 c 
interference and immediate protection seems called for. 146 types of flora, 23 mamma s,^ ^ 

reptiles and amphibians, 6 fishes, 10 invertebrates were noticed in different groves ° e ^ombax 

trees with growth over 5 metres (11 Ficus religiosa, 2 Ficus benghalensis, 5 Tamarindus in ica ' 
ceiba, 1 Azadirachta indica ) were noticed. 


The four areas described as hotspots are featured in the following paragraphs: 

/T* Narasimha Konda: This is at Devarapalem lOKm from Nellore District via Mulapet road. It 
400 hectare grove of the temple of Lord Narasimha. There are seven perennial ponds ir ^ e ^j 
representing seven agnigundas. The belief is that the deity in the form of a small chil o 
local people not to damage any trees. No animals were hunted earlier, either. A her a g 
maintained but outsiders are ravaging the area by cutting trees and killing animals. 

Over 1000 trees were seen in the grove. 175 species of flora were reported to exist once. Significant 
flora are Cycas beddomei, Drosera burmanni, Orabanche cernua, Neptunia oleracea, Hugonia mys ax, 
Caralluma adsendens, Gloriosa superba, Limnophila spp, Centella asiatica etc. Many wild amma s, 
monkeys, jackals, birds, bats, antelopes, cats, hares, boars, porcupine, reptiles like tortoise, varanus, 
scorpion, centipedes, millipedes, wild bees and butterflies were reported. 


There is urgent need to protect this grove with the help of the local people. 

2 - Penusila Narasimha: This is a temple land on the Nellore-Podalakur-Adurpalle road, 80Kms 
from Nellore. It is about 100 hectares in extent having disturbed forests as well as springs, waterfalls 
and streams. The deity in the temple is Lakshmi Narasimha Swamy. The stream is named Kandaleru 
perhaps associated with Kanvamuni. More than 2000 trees were found many with 3 to 5 metres 
©rth^About 200 flora were reported, important being Pterocarpus santalinus, Ficus spp, Termmalia 
spp, Casswe glaucum, Dalbergia spp, Soymida febrifuga, Mangifera indica, Azardirachta indica, 
Combretum ovalifolium, Strychnos spp. Limnophila spp, Barringtonia Bixa orenella, Maba buxifohca, 
ftf 0 ™ perSlCa ’ Cer °P e S ia ^P, Cappparis spp. Butea spp, Bryophyllum, Aristolochia spp. 



Animus include panther, deer, bears, porcupine, wildboar, pangolins, jackal etc. Birds and snakes 
t uiilerent kinds were seen as also invertebrates like scorpions which were common. 


The whole area is now threatened. Red Sanders, once luxuriant, is now rare due to over-exploitatioi 
u is now proposed to convert reserve forest area to sanctuary. This must be done early but loo 
people must be given work of joint protection and care. 


elapattu Grove: This is near Doravari satram on Madras Gudur railway line and about 80 kms 
rorn Nellore towards Madras. It is declared reserve forest and has perennial tanks where there 
are Barringtonia trees to which birds have flocked for centuries. They are considered ‘celestial 
goddesses by the local villagers who have protected them for ages. Perhaps they saw the correlation 
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of fertility of their land with existence of the birds (promoted by their droppings in the water 
irrigating their fields and giving good yields). 

Trees noticed are Bamngtonia acutangula, Manilkara hexandra, Memecylon edule, Maba buxifolia. 
A detailed survey of flora requires to be done. Among birds grey pelicans, open bill storks, little 
cormorants, spoon bills, herons, Indian Moorhen, Weaver birds, owlets, ducks etc are seen. It has 
become an important pelican breeding centre in Asia. 

The state of protection is good. 

4. Siddulaia h Konda: This grove is about 50 hectares in area about 50 kms from Nellore via Po dalakur 

and Saidpuram. It is a temple land with deities of Navaboti Siddulaiah, Navanada Siddulaiah and 
Sarangadhara in an open sanctum on the hill top. Over 1000 trees are there but in a stunted state. 
About 120 species are recorded including Securinega, Gloriosa superba, Helicteres isora, Commelina 
spp. Sida spp. Ficus spp. Vitis spp. Jatropha curcas, Zizyphus spp. Asystasia gangetica, Phyllanthus 
spp. Sporobolus sp. Wolffia, Aeschynomena, Ludwigia, sedges and grasses, Crotalaria laburnifolia 
etc. 

Deer, antelopes, wild boars and occasionally panthers are reported. Birds, snakes and invertebrates 
are there. 

Biotic intereference is increasing in this grove which is now threatened. It requires protection in 
concert with local people. 

The other groves in the district are: 


SI. No. Name of the Sacred Grove Location/Mandal 


1 . 

Jadalathata 

Tupilipalem/Kota 

2. 

Munithata 

Devarapalem/Nellore 

3. 

Jwalamukhi 

Varigonda/T.P.Guduru 

4. 

Prasanna Venkateshwara 

Birtragunta/ Gogolu 

5. 

Pathithamma Temple 

Duttalur / Duttalur 

6. 

Anaklamma Gudi 

Duttalur/ Duttalur 

7. 

Vengamamba Temple 

Narawada/ Duttalur 

8 . 

Barditt Church 

Udayagiri/Udayagiri 

9. 

Ayyapa Swamy 

Udayagiri/Udayagiri 

10. 

Siddeswara Swamy 

Devammacheruvu/S.RPuram 

11. 

Kasumur Darga 

Kasumur/V. Chalam 

12. 

N elakanteshwara Swamy 

Naidupet/Naidupet 

13. 

Dommarithata 

Karumitta/Tada 

14. 

Kotitheerdham 

Kottitheerdham/Chejerla 

15. 

Siddulaiah Konda 

Kalichedu/Saidapuram 

16. 

AB.M Groove 

Nellore/Nellore 

17. 

Stambalakona 

Eswarakona/Dakkili 

18. 

Irukalala Parameshwari 

Nellore/Nellore 

19. 

Munithata 

T.P.Guduru/T.P.Guduru 
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SI. No. Name of the Sacred Grove 


Location/Mandal 



/ 

/ 


20. 

Vittalingeswara 

21. 

Varikonda Temple Complex 

22. 

Gandavaram Sivalayam 

23. 

Thummagunta Ayappa 

24. 

Sitamma Mattam 

25. 

Subrahmanya Swamy 

26. 

Subrahmanya Putta 

27. 

Munuswamy Grove 

28. 

Awa-Thatha 

29. 

Polleramma-Ankalamma 

30. 

Satyagraha Ashram 

31. 

Deshamma Devasthanam 

32. 

Subrahmanya Temple 

33. 

Mvmithata 

34. 

Aswartha narayana 

35. 

N agamunithata 

36. 

Durgamma Gudi 

37. 

Mahalakshammamma 

38. 

Mathamma Temple 

39. 

Durga Complex 

40. 

Nakshatra Devalayam 

41. 

L.N.M.Swamy Temple 

42. 

KSMW Mosque 

43. 

Poleramma 

44. 

Ankammamanu 

45. 

Varuna Devatha 

46. 

Mallimkondaiah 

47. 

Kasumur Darga 

48. 

Chennakesava 

49. 

Brahmeswara 

50. 

Kattalamma 

51. 

Sangameswara 

52. 

Bhimeswara 

53. 

Shivalayam 

54. 

Veerabrahmam Grove 

55. 

Guruppadu 

56. 

Chittedu Muni Thata 

57. 

Tupilipalem Muni Thata 

58. 

Shivalayam 

59. 

Mallam Grove 


Eduru/T.P. Guduru 
Yarikonda/T.P. Guduru 
Gandavaram/Kodavaluru 
Thummagunta/Kodavaluru 
Allur/Allur 
Nellore/Nellore 
Nellore/Nellore 
Nellore/Nellore 
Ledur/Indukurpet 
Pallipadu/Indukurpet 
Pallipadu/Indukurpet 
Kokupalli/T.P.Gudur 
Kottur/Indukurpet 
Kottur/Indukurpet 
Indukurpet/Indukurpet 
Indukurpet/Indukurpet 
KR.Padu/ Anantasagaram 
Kodamaladinne/ Kaligiri 
Chandrapadia / Vinajamur 
A.S.Peta/ AS.Peta 
Udayagiri/ Udayagiri 
Nallakonda/ Atmakur 
Udayagiri/ Udayagiri 
Kurrapalli/ S.RPuram 
Atmakur/ Atmakur 
Atmakur/ Atmakur 
Atmakur/ Atmakur 
Kasumur/ V.Chalam 
Manubolu/ Manubolu 
Manubolu/ Manubolu 
Thipparapadu/ Gudur 
Gudisangam/ Gudur 
Gudali/ Kota 
Gadali/ Kota 
Kotacheelu Road/ Kota 
Chittedu/ Kota 
Chittedu/ Kota 
Tupilipalem/ Kota 
Puduru/ Nayudupet 
Mallam/ Chittamur 
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SI. No. 

Name of the Sacred Grove 

Location/Man dal 

60. 

Anepudi Muni Thata 

Anepudi/ Sullurpet 

61. 

Chengalamma 

Sullurpet/ Sullurpet 

62. 

Janda Manu 

Mangalapudi/ Sullurpet 

63. 

Muneeswara 

Karumitta/ Tada 

64. 

Narayanapakshi Grove 

B.LPadu/ Tada 

65. 

Ramalingeswara 

Venkatagiri/Venkatagiri 

66. 

Veeramatha 

Venkatagiri/ Venkatagiri 

67. 

Nagalamma 

Venkatagiri/ Venkatagiri 

68. 

Kasi Viswanatha 

Venkatagiri/ Venkatagiri 

69. 

Chennakesava 

Chejerla/ Chejerla 

70. 

Neelakanteswara 

Chejerla/ Chejerla 

71. 

Mathrudevi Ashram 

Gonupalli/ Rapur 

72. 

Chennakesava 

Chittalur/ Chejerla 

73. 

Veerabhadra 

Chittalur/ Chejerla 

74. 

Seetharamaswami 

Thopugunta/ Kaluvoa 

75. 

Someswara Temple 

Somasila/ Ananthasagaram 

76. 

Anjaneya Swamy 

Nellore/ Nellore 

77. 

Nellore Darga 

Nellore/Nellore 

78. 

Bairagula Kona 

Somasila/ Ananthasagaram 

79. 

Catholic Church 

Nellore/ Nellore 

80. 

Kalavangu 

Shar/ Sullurpet 

81. 

Rettamula 

Shar/ Sullurpet 

82. 

Veeranmudi 

Shar/ Sullurpet 

83. 

Somduruvu 

Shar/ Sullurpet 
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16. Sacred and Protected Groves of Nizamabad District 


The Nizamabad district extends over an area of 8000Sq.Km and the forest area covers 1690Sq.Kms. 
The maximum temperature is 41.7°C and minimum is 10.6°C. Annual rainfall is 1049mm. A survey 
could not be done of the district and the information presented here is collected from local forest officials. 

There is a sacred grove in Vellutla and six other places which are reported and where survey is yet to 
take place. 

Vellutla - located in Gandhar Range of Nizamabad district having teak and nallamaddi trees. There are 
dilapidated temples and the grove is in fair shape. 

Following are some of the areas which need further investigation. 

1. Eedga at Nizamabad. 

2. Siddarameswaram Temple at Bikanur 

3. Srirama Temple at Pochampadu and 

4. Badapahad in Banswada area. 

5. Mafflanna Gutta in Bhimigal Forest range. 

6. Sarangpur Hanuman Temple. 
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17. Sacred and Protected Groves of Prakasam District 


The total geographical area of Prakasam District is 17,140 Sq.Kms. About 25% of the district is under 
forests. The chief rivers in the district are Gundlakamma, Moosi, Manneru and Paleru. Average annual 
rainfall is 750mm. 

For study of sacred groves the district was explored for 21 days covering 185 villages. A total of 59 
groves were identified of which 25 are considered major groves. In the category of minor groves most 
recorded were single trees of over 100 years age. Bairavakona, Mukteswara, Malakonda, Singarayakonda, 
Petta Ramaswamy, Isukagundalu, Palamkeswara are major groves needing more detailed study to know 
more about flora including medicinal plants. Around 13 trees of over 5mts girth have been recorded in 
these groves. These large trees belong to Ficus religiosa, (8trees), Mangifera indica (2 trees), Azadirachta 
indica (2), Ficus microcarpaQ). 

The common flora recorded in the sacred groves of the district are Cocculus hirsutus, Capparis zeylanica, 
Cleome viscosa, Hybanthus enneaspermus, Polygala chinensis, Abutilon indicum, Sida acuta, Melochia 
corchorifolia, Waltheria indica, Aegle marmelos, Azadirachta indica, Zizyphus mauritiana, Cardiospermum 
halicabum, Alysicarpus spp, Crotalaria spp, Desmodium triflorum, Goniogyne hirta, Indigofera spp, 
Pongamiapinnata, Rhynchosia viscosa, Terphrosia purpurea, Vigna acontifolia, Cassia tora, C.occidentalis, 
C.auriculata, Acacia spp, Terminalia spp, Ammannia baccifera, Coccinia grandis, Cereus trigonus, Opuntia 
stricta, Mollugo nudicaulis, Alangium salvifolium, Borreria spp, Catunaregam spinosum, Oldenlandia 
spp. Morinda tomentosa, Acanthospermum hispidum, Blumea spp, Lagascea mollis, Eclipta prostrata, 
Tridax procumbens, Diospyros chloroxylon, Salvadora persica, Carissa sp. Catharanthus sp. Calotropis 
gigantea, Tylophora indica, Pergularia daemia, Heliotropium indicum, Trichodesma indicum, Evolvulus 
alsinoides, Ipomoea carnea var. fistulosa, Merremia tridentata, Datura stramonium, Solanum nigrum, 
Striga asiatica, Barleria prionitis, Elytraria acaulisjusticia spp., Lepidagatius cristata, Lantana camara, 
Anismelos indica, Leucas aspera, Ocimum canum, Boerhavia diffusa, Aerva lanata, Allmania nodiflora, 
Alternantera pungens, Cellosia argentea, Gomphrena serrata, Dendropthoefalcata, Acalypha indica, Croton 
bonplandianum, Euphorbia hirta, Phyllanthus amarus, P. emblica, P. maderaspatensis, Securinega 
leucopyrus, Ficus benghalensis, F. microcarpa, F.amplissima, F.racemosa, F. religiosa, Cyperus triceps, 
Fimbristylis spp. Aristida hystrix, Cynodon dactylon, Digitaria spp., Dendrocalamus strictus, Eragrostis 
aspera, Heteropogon contortus, Setaria glauca. 

Plants of medicinal importance or used in traditional medicine found in the groves are: 

Phylanthus emblica, Tephrosia purpurea, Limonia acidissima, Chloroxylon sweitenia, Alangium 
salvifolium, Achyranthes aspera, Tridax procumbens, Calotropis gigantea, Leucas aspera, Pongamia 
pinnata, Euphorbia hirta, Plumbago zeylanica, Azadirachta indica, Abutilon indicum, Erythrina variegata, 
Cassia auriculata, Ficus benghalensis, Datura stramonium, Oxystema lanceolatum, Prosopis cineraria, 
Ocimum tenuiflorum. 

A description of the major groves is given below: 

1. / Bairavakona - Located 3 Kms from Kothapalli on Kanigiri-Pamuru route, the grove covers 100 ha 
of temple and reserve Forest lands. The presiding deity is Bairaveswara and 8 temples were carved 
out of single rock. The place is considered very sacred and it is believed that several saints and 
sages of mythology visited the grove. About llOspecies of flora have been identified. The tree 
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species include Mangifera indica, Pterospermum heyneamum, Soytnida febrifuga, Bombax ceiba, 
Terminalia, Hardwickia binata etc. A large number of climbers, parasites, mosses, bryophytes 
and ferns are found near the water fall. A detailed study is needed to assess the floral and faunal 
wealth. Due to biotic interference the grove is threatened. 

2. Singarayakonda - located near Singarayakonda 30Kms from Ongole, the grove covers 20 ha of 
temple land. The temple is a very ancient one and the deity is believed to have been installed by 
Narada Maharshi. No specific beliefs exist regarding sacred grove. About 90 species have been 
recorded from the grove including Elytraria acaulis, Euphorbia spp, Acalypha, Phyllanthus, 
Boerhavia spp, Solatium suruttense, Tephrosia, Evolvulus and the tank harbours rich aquatic flora. 
Green frogs reported to be common in the tank. Grove is well protected. 

3. Mukteswara - located near Mokshagundam village on Taticherla road, the grove is 40 acres of 
temple land. There are 7 perennial ponds in the grove and the temple is considered very ancient. 
The trees in the grove are considered sacred. Over 70 species have been recorded from the grove 
including Leucas biflora, Bacopa monnieri, Hyptis suaveolens, cissus quadrangularis, Sida adua, 
Xanthium spp. Absolute protection of the grove reported by the local people. 

4. Malakonda - located near Malakonda village on Panuru-Malakonda road, the grove is 150 acres 
In extent on temple land. The deity is Lakshminarasimha Swamy believed to be installed by 
Jamadagni Muni. The natural vegetation is held sacred and tree cutting is totally prohibited by the 
local people. Over 82 species have been recorded from the grove including 1500 trees of Ficus 
Tamarind, Neem, Phyllanthus. 

5. Ramayyapatnam Church - 55Kms from Ongole on Nellore road, the church is 2Kms from 
Ramayyapatnam. The Church constructed in 1874 and all the trees in the grove of 30 acres were 
planted. Many trees were damaged due to cyclone as the grove is near the coast. There are over 
200 trees which include Ficus benghalensis, Neem, Palmyrah, coconut. Over 62 species of other 
flora have been recorded and the grove is well protected. 

6. Smgarakonda - 8Kms from Addanki, the grove is 40 acres of revenue land. The vegetation is 
natural vegetation. The temple on the hill top is very ancient. While the slope contains shrub 
forests, the foothills carry good trees and the perennial tank harbours large number of aquatic 
flora and fauna. 42 species of flora are recorded including neem, tamarind, Ficus religiosa, Ficus 
amplissima. The grove is subject to biotic pressures and is in need of protection. 

7„ BMmeswara - located 30Kms from Podili near Ravipadu village, the grove is 2ha of temple land. 
The deity is Eeswara. All the trees are very old and well protected by the local people. There are 
over 75 trees which include Ficus bengalensis, Ficus religiosa, Neem and Tamarind. 

8. Armmalagiri - located near Anumalagonda on the Panuru-A.Konda road, the grove is 10 ha of 
temple land. It is a Saivite temple and the trees are well protected. However, cyclone has damaged 
number of trees including a 150 year old banyan. The other flora are Neem, Tamarind, Palmyrah 
etc. It is the seat of Peetadhipathi Gurubrahmendra Swamy. 

9. NemaHgamdla - located near Pullalacheruvu on Giddaluru road, the grove is 2 ha of Reserve 
Forest There is a very ancient temple and there are 7 gundams with perennial waters. There are 
over 100 trees in the grove, the biggest being Syzygium cuminii, the other species are Tamarind, 
Teak, Bamboo, under growth includes Achyranthes aspera, Aerva lanata, Euphorbia, Peristropha 

bicalyculata. The grove is under threat from wood cutting although the local people are interested 
in protection. 
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10. Petla Ramaswamy - 5Kms from Allinagaram on the Giddalur-Allinagaram road, the grove is 40 
acres of natural vegetation in Reserve Forest There is a spring in the temple. There are over 200 
trees, the largest being Mitragyna parviflora. The other species are Ficus religiosa, Ziziphus, 
Phyllanthus emblica. The grove is well protected. 

11. Isukagundalu - Near Sugali Thanda in Reserve Forest area, it is 25 Kms from Giddaluru. It is a 
very ancient sacred place where sages used to perform penance after taking bath in the gundalu. 
There are over 200 trees, the largest being Terminalia arjuna. Tigers, Panthers and other wildlife 
visit the area as the water source is perennial. Protection needed for the grove particularly from 
poachers. 

12. Palankeswara - it is located 8Kms from Aalatum (Palutla). The grove is 20 ha in extent located in 
Reserve Forest There is an ancient Saivite temple and a perennial waterfall considered sacred by 
locals who believe that taking bath in these waters relieves all illhealth. There are around 200 trees 
of Neem, Tamarind, Terminalias, Phyllanthus. Due to inaccessibility and reported presence of 
wild animals the grove is undisturbed except on festival days. A detailed study will reveal the 
potential of the grove. 


The other groves in the district are: 


SI. No. 

Name of the Sacred Grove 

Location/Mandal 

1 

Ethamukkalamma 

Rajupalem/ KPatnam 

2. 

Kondapeta Anjaneya 

Kondapeta/ Giddaluru 

3. 

Aruramaiah Matam 

Pottipalli/ Giddalur 

4. 

Allinagaram Tirumala Natha 

Allinagaram/ Komarolu 

5. 

Reddycherla Tirumala Natha 

Reddycherla/ Komarolu 

6. 

Madhava Ramalingeswara 

Allinagaram/ Komarolu 

7. 

Reddycherla Achamamba 

Reddycherla/ Komarolu 

8. 

Veerabaireswara 

B.PTanda/ Giddaluru 

9. 

Kanakasurabheswara 

Akkapalli/ Cumbum 

10. 

Koteswara Swamy 

P.M.Pally/ Khammam 

11. 

Naguluru Poleramma 

Nagaluru/ Markapur 

12. 

Tripurantakam 

Tripurantakam/ Tripurantakam 

13. 

Nasaravali Swamy 

Tripurantakam/ Tripurantakam 

14. 

Sultan Bibi 

Tettu/ Gudlur 

15. 

Ankamma Chettu 

Tettu/ Gudlur 

16. 

Mocherla Poleramma 

Mocherla/ S.Konda 

17. 

Bangaramma 

Rajupalem/ KPatnam 

18. 

Pandurangaswamy 

Rajupalem/ KPatnam 

19. 

Chedalavada Marri 

Chedalavada/ Ongole 

20. 

Subrahmanyaswamy 

Uppugunduru / N.Padu 

21. 

Brahmamgari Chettu 

Uppugunduru/ N.Padu 

22. 

Mattigunta Shivalayam 

Mattigunta/ N.Padu 

23. 

Mahalakshamma 

Devangapuri/ Chirala 

24. 

Sivalayam 

Vankayalapadu/ Inkolu 
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Location/Mandal 


SI. No. Name of the Sacred Grove 


Inkolu/ Inkolu 
Darsi/ Darsi 
Podili/ Podili 
Podili/ Podili 
Podili/ Podili 


25. Nagurumeeravalli 

26. St .Xavier Church 

27. Podili Dargah 

28. Naguruvali Chettu 

29. Maheswara Swamy 

30. Chinamanagundam 

31. Anjaneyaswamy 

32. Thaticherla shivalayam 

33. Kasinayana Ashramam 

34. Poleramma Chettu 

35. Ayyal Reddy Swamy 

36. Pathala Nageswara 

37. Masthanswamy Dargah 

38. Reddycherla Ravikatta 

39. Gopersaheb Darga 

40. Sarvanarasimha 

41. Gaddavada Anjaneya 

42. Kotla Satyamma 

43. Chintalapalem Dargah 

44. Chintalapalem anjaneya 

45. Shahin Masjid 

46. RC.M.Church 

47. Subbaiah Ashram 


Chinamanagundam/ Konakonametla 
Mokshagundam/ B.V.Peta 
Thaticherla/ Komarolu 
Taticherla/ Komarolu 
U.Y.Palli/ Pamuru 
Machavaram/ Gudlur 
Giddalur/ Giddalur 
Kondapeta/ Giddaluru 
Reddycherla/ Komarolu 
Reddycherla/ Komarolu 
Nerva/ Giddalur 
Gaddavada/ Giddaluru 
Cumbum/ Cumbum 
C.Palem/ B.V.Peta 
C.Palem/ B.V.Peta 
Cumbum/ Cumbum 
Markapur/ Markapur 
P.Manthanala/ Dornala 


S 
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Bhairava Kona (Prakasam District) 



Singaraya Konda (Prakasam District) 
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Paliad-e-Sherief (Rangareddy District) 


\ 



Anantagiri (Rangareddy District) 
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18 . Sacred and Protected Groves of 
Ranga Reddy District 

During 1978 this district was formed. Before 1978 it was part of Hyderabad district Towards its north 
Medak, South Mahabubnagar, east Nalgonda districts and at west Karnataka, are situated. The soil is 
redish and sandy for the major part and few places particularly around Vikarabad it is brownish sandy- 
loam. The rainy period being from June-September and it receives about 864mm rainfall during the 
year. The vegetation is in general shrub type except at Ananthagiri where it is dry deciduous scrub 
jungle. The forest consists of 9.7% area of the district i.e about 73000 hectares out of 740000 hectares. 
The temperature during winter touches 9°C and during summer 41°C (somtimes 42°C). 

The sacred groves of the area are described here. 

1. An anthag iri area: It is about 75 Km from Hyderabad and 4 Km from Vikarabad. The hill is about 
760 m height from sea level. On the hill top Anantha Padmanabha temple is situated. The peculiarty 
of this temple being, there is no idol in it. Threre is a pond towards its northern side and the water 
seeps from it and forms a channel. About 2 km towards north of Ananthagiri “ Bugga” is situated 
and here the water gushes out from the earth and froms another channel. The above channel is 
the starting point of Musi river. Near “Bugga” a small shiva temple is present. 

The vegetation around Ananthagiri is in a poor state even though it is a reserve forest”. Near the 
temple a small patch is well preserved in the valley of the hill. Here the following plants observed. 
Tectona grandis CD, Terminalia arjuna (T.M.) T.chebula (XX) Tamarindus indica (F,T ), Acacia 
sp., Feronia limonia (F,M ),Anogeissuslatifolia (T),Mimosaprainayana, Ipomoeasp.,Andrographis 
paniculate (M), Bombax ceiba CO, Buchanania latifolia, Chloroxylon swetenia, Ficus spp. Many 
grasses and herbs. 

*(X:Timber; MrMedicine; F:Food) 

Near “Bugga” “Neradu” tree (Syzygium cumini) is preserved. 

This area was once very rich with vegetation now in a degraded condition. Here due to favourable 
environment a T.B. Hospital was established and this is also in a bad state. During 1963-64 there 
were many seasonal medicinal plants on the hillock and it was very serene place to visit. 

2. Keesaragutta hill area About 32 Km from Osmania University near Kusaiguda village. An old 
Shiva temple is situated on the hill which is above 200 ft from ground level. The hill is flat at the top 
and slopes towards east and on this area there are numerous “Iingams”. During shivarathri period 
about 2-3 lakh people visit this place. On the hill and its side few trees are present and they are 
preserved. The important plants observed are: Boswellia serrata, Ficus bengalensis, Pongamia 
pinnata, Tamirindus indica, Neem, Acacia leucophloea, Combretum spp. and numerous herbs, 
grasses were observed. 

3. Majeedpur Venkateswara Temple About 35Km. Near Shamirpet lake the hill is situated. Near 
the hill Majeedpur village is situated. The hill is about 400ft. high. On the hill Lord Venkateswara, 
Hanuman temples and Shivalayam present They are said to be about 1000 years old. The vegetation 
is shrub mostly. The important plants observed are; Albizia spp., Wrightia tomentosa, Ichnocarpus 
frutescens, Ficus sppp. Alangium lamarkii, Cassia fistula, Tylophora indica, Mimosa spp. Holoptelea 
integrifolia, Dodonea viscosa, Acacia leucophloea, Plectronia parvifolia, Randia dumatorum. 
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Ichnocarpus frutescens is an important medicinal plant of the area; the roots of this plant are used 
by local people in various medicinal preparations and as per literature it is said to be used as 
substitute for “sarasaparilla”. 

4. Parameswar Gutta area: It is about 64Km from Hyderabad on Chilkur-Vikarabad road. A shiva 
temple is on the hillock (About300ft) and about 300 years old. The vegetation is similar to Vikarabad 
area. 

5. Chilukur Balaji temple area: From Osmania University about 35Km on Vikarabad road before 
Chevella. It is situated on the banks of Osmansagar (Gandipet) and said to be about 2000 years 
old. The temple covers an area of approximately six hectares and it is a very serene place. Very 
near to it Government of Andhra Pradesh recently established “Chilkur National Park” to preserve 
the biodiversity of this area. Within the temple the following trees and shrubs were observed; 
Neem, Ficus benghalensis, Aegle mermelos, Tamanndus indica, Mimusops elengi, Nyctanthes 
arbortristis, Nerium indicum find Plumeria rubra. 

6. Kharmanghat Hanuman temple - It is about 25Km from Osmania university near Sarurnagar. 
The temple is said to be about 1000 years old. The vegetation is poor. 

7. Maheswaram - about 36Km from Osmania University and near Maheswaram a shiva temple is 
present. Here the vegetation is poor. 

8. Alwal temple area - It is about 23Km from Osmania University, a very old Vaishnava temple is 
situated in the old Alwal area and said to be about 2000 years old. A very old Ficus tree occurs 
here. 

9. Sanghi temple complex: It is recently developed complex on hillocks by Sanghi group of industries 
In course of time there is possibility of developing natural vegetation here due to protection. 

10. Pahar-e-Sherief on the Hyderabad-Kalvakurti road. Around the dargah on the hill top there are 
several trees well protected. 
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Anantagiri (Rangareddy District) 



Subhalaya (Srikakulam District) 
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Telukunchi (Srikakulam District) 



Parapuram (Srikakulam District) 


74 








19. Sacred and Protected Groves of 
Srikakulam District 

Srikakulam has a geographical area of 5837 Sq. Km. The forest area in the district is 686.4 Sq.Kms. The 
climate is tropical but varies from place to place due to the hills and sea. The average rainfall is 1050 mm 
and temperature varies between 14° C and 43° C. 

Preliminary information was gathered from District Gazetters and the District flora (Rao and Hara 
Sreeramulu 1983). Also 87 individuals having knowledge like officials of Forest Department, elders, 
priests, village heads etc were contacted. The district was extensively surveyed for 10 days. 30 sacred 
groves were identified. There are 8 well preserved groves which are rich in flora and fauna and 
biodiversity is preserved. There are 14 less disturbed groves where some amount of floral and faunal 
wealth is still retained but there is cattle grazing and fuel cutting which may effect biodiversity in the 
near future . There are 8 disturbed groves which are in a highly disturbed condition due to biotic 
pressures and extension of agriculture. One interesting feature of the district is the arrival of migratory 
birds like grey pelicans, open-bill storks, painted storks and adjutant storks. 

There are 12 trees in the sacred groves of the district 3 Ficus benghalensis (Marri), 2 Ficus religiosa 
(Ravi), Mangi/era indica (Mamidi), Enterolobium saman (Nidraganneru), Tamarindus indica (Chinta), 
Terminalia arjuna (Telia Maddi), Acacia auriculiformis and Artocarpus integrifolius (Panasa) having 
girth ove 2 meters and height over 10 feet all over. There are 7 endangered and important germplasam 
materials viz Arisaema tortuosum, Cyathea gigantea, Dioscorea anguina, Dioscorea hamiltonii, Drosera 
burmanii, Entada purasaetha, Rauvolfia serpentina. There are also 20 interesting medicinal plants viz. 
Achyranthes aspera, Aristolochia indica, Butea monosperma, Caesalpinia bonduc. Cassia fistula, 
Cissampelos pariera, Costus speciosus, Datura metel, Dioscorea hispida, Euphorbia tirucalli, Evolvulus 
alsinoides, Gloriosa superba, Hemidesmus indicus, Holarrhena antidysenterica, Solanum surattense, 
Strychnos nux-vomica, Terminalia bellirica, Tylophora indica, Vitex negundo, Strychnos potatorum. 

A description of the 8 well preserved groves follows: 

1. jagatimetta(Harischandrapuram mandal) 2 Kms from Tekkali Bus stand. A grove of 5 acres. An 
ancient Siva temple (Jagadeeswaralayam) is situated on the hill top. There is a 15 mts high Terminalia 
arjuna tree (Tellamaddi) with 2mts. Girth as also 39 other species of flora. 12 fauna including 
invertebrates have been noticed. Villagers of Syamasundarapuram village are protecting the grove. 
Piligrimage is restricted to Sivarathri Kartika masam. Some biotic interference is there. 

2. Jatlatada near Pubbada which is 3 kms from Donubai bus stand. A grove of 100 acres . The 
Jatapur tribal community living nearby treat Jatlatada as a sacred place and call it Jatlatadu 
Ammavaru”. There is al5mts. high Tamarind tree with 2mts girth and 20 other flora. 12 species of 
fauna were noticed. Tribals protect the vegetation as it is said to have medicinal plants about which 
they are not communicative. This is one hill not subjected to podu cultivation and even cattle 
grazing is restricted to foothills. 

3. MaUemma Thalli Padalu in Seethampeta mandal 5Kms from Seethampeta. Grove of 2 acres 
Jatapu and Savara tribes revere the rock on the hill calling it “Mallemma Thalli and worshipping 
species noticed. A Plumeria alba tree measures 5 meters in height and 1/2 metre in girth. 

4. S angam eswara konda near Amadalavalsa. Nearest railway station is Srikakulam railway station 
and bus stand Amadalavalsa. It is a 5 acre grove associated with Sri Jain MahaveeraTeerthankar 
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(24th). Rock carvings of Jain, Buddhist and Hindu Gods noticed and hence Sanghameswara konda. 
A Banyan tree (Ficus bengalensis) of 15Mts of height and 2Mts girth was noticed. There were 51 
other species of flora and 10 faunal species. Villagers of Gajula kollivalasa protect the grove. 

5. Subhalaya in Hiramandalam mandal. Grove of 5 acres. Grove associated with 200 year old temple 
and Sri Bhagwan Babaji saint. Savara tribals living in nearby villages worship here. There is a 
Ficus religiosa trees standing 15 mts tall and having girth of 2Mts. There are 29 other floral and 12 
faunal species noticed. The medicinal practices are ayurvedic practised by the family of the priest. 

6. Tarlakota in Palasa mandal. 3 Kins from Palasa railway station. There are 5 ancient temples 
extending to 500 acres in an old port area. There is a big Enterlobium saman tree and 26 other 
floral species. 14 fauna are noticed. There is unauthorised occupation of 75 acres of temple land. 

7. Telukunchi in Ichchapuram mandal 4kms from Ichchapuram. Apart from 16 flora species the 
importance is attributed to the arrival of migratory birds like greypelicans, open billed storks, 
painted storks and adjustant storks whose arrival and roosting in trees like Pithecolobium, tamarind 
is considered a good omen by villagers. 


8. Telineelapuram - in Tekkalimandal near Naupada. 500 acres protected by the Forest Department 
as a sanctuary as here too migratory birds come from September to February. There are 24 species 
of flora of which Tamarind is favoured by the birds. Other fauna are also noticed. The place has 
become a tourist attraction. Villagers used to protect the birds before it was declared a sanctuary 


The other less disturbed groves are Baruva, Battila, Bendikonda (in Vajrapuram Kottur mandal) 
'Chandramma Thalli (Donubai mandal), Donubai, Jalamtra Kota (Kanchili mandal), Kavitri near 
ichchapuram, Madina Saheb Darga (calingapatnam mandal) Mandasa, Darapuram (Kottur mandal 
and tortoises protected here), Peddadimili (Bhamini mandal) Rajapuram (Kenti mandal), Ravivalasa 
(Kota bommali mandal, Srikurmam (gara mandal). bah 


The disturbed groves are those of Arasavilli (Srikakulam mandal), Bhagirathipuram (Pathanatnam 
randal), Jadupudi MeliaputU, Salihundam (Gara), Seethampeta, Srimukhalingam (Jalumur mandal) and 


The less disturbed and disturbed groves require urgent attention. 
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20. Sacred and Protected Groves of 
Visakhapatnam District 


Visakhapatnam district has an area of 13460 Sq.Km and is the largest district in the State. The area 
under forest is 6015 Sq.Km (45% of total area). It has hilly tracts, plains and coastal tract and altitudes 
going up to 1670 metres above sea level. The annual rainfall is 800-1000mm in the plains and 800- 
2000mm in the hills. The temperature range from 37.8°C to 15.6°C. Tribals are concentrated in hilly 
tracts and do not cut trees like Mangifera indica, Tamarindus indica, Artocarpus heterophyllus, Caryota 
urens because of taboos. Preliminary information on sacred groves was gathered from district gazetteers 
and the District flora (G.V.Subba Rao 1991). Individuals having knowledge were also contacted. Survey 
was done intensively for 10 days often impeded by rains etc. 

30 sacred groves were identified and inspected except in places like Sileru and Chintapalli. 10 groves 
are well preserved, 15 less disturbed and 5 are disturbed. 18 large trees were seen, 1 Azadirachta indica 
(vepa or neem), 2 Mangifera indica (mamidi or mango) 6 Ficus bengalensis (Marri or Banya) 1 Mimusops 
elengi (Pogada) 1 Millingtonia hortensis (Ponnangi), 3 Ficus religiosa (Ravi or peepal), 1 Pongamia 
pinnata, (Kanuga), 1 Anogeissus latifolia (pachi), Anogeissus accuminata (chirumanu) and 1 Eucalyptus 
globulus (nilagiri). 12 rare and interesting plants were seen viz. Leucas mollissima var sebastiana, Oberonia 
falconeri, Thalictrum foliclosum, Bulbo phyllum densiflorum, Eulophia explanata, Raphidophoradecursiva, 
Clematis gouriana, Naravelia zeylanica, Seaveola teccada, Gnetum ula, Psilotum and Equisetum. 

A description of the well preserved groves is given in the following paragraphs: 

1. Gudilova - near Visakhapatnam in Aanandapuram mandal. Grove of 20 acres on hilly area with a 
perennial stream. Temple of Siva dating to Vizianagar period. A Mangifera indica tree of 20 metres 
height and 150 cms. of girth exists, 25 flora (many medicinal like Tenninalia bellirica, Terminalia 
chebula, Tylophora asthmatica, strychnos nux vomica) and 15 fauna mostly of minor variety were 
listed. 

The grove is subjected to grazing and illicit fuel cutting. Immediate protection measures are 
required. It is becoming a picnic spot for people of Vizag which may have its negative effects 
unless people are told about need to conserve biodiversity. 

2. Kailasagiri - on Kailasa hills near Jodugullapalem about 5kms from Visakhapatnam. 20 acres in 
extent with core of 5 acres on revenue land. Deity associated with the grove is Easwara but the 
temple is of recent origin. As rural police are in charge of the area and road to Kailasa hill, there is 
protection but road has caused some damage to trees. 42 species of flora were identified. 4 varieties 
of trees exist viz Ficus bengalensis, Plumeria alba, Nydanthes arbortristis, Azadirachta indica. Some 
minor fauna like jackals, snakes and birds like eagles and parrots, bees etc. are seen. 

3. Lingalathirugudu - located in Somanadhapuram about 5 Kms from Venkannapalem. Grove of 10 
acres on revenue land around Somalingeswara Swamy temple on a hill. The temple is only 40 
years old built by a bus conductor who was led by a cobra to the lingam. Major trees are Azadirachta 
indica, Mangifera indica, Sapindus emarginatus and Wrightia tinctoria, 38 other flora and a few 
fauna were listed. Once good forest areas have been destroyed and cashew plantations are coming 
up around the grove. There is urgent need for protection. 

4. Madhavadhara in Visakhapatnam mandal having grove of 10 acres on temple land on a slope 
with a perennial stream. Three temples of Madhavaswamy, Venugopala Swamy and Siva exist and 
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compare favourably with the well known Simhachalam. There is an old Artocarpus integrifolia 
tree 21 flora are listed and practically no fauna. Fruit orchards are being planted near the grove 
and will soon over run it if no protection measures are taken. 


5. Mathsagundam - it is near Mataur village about 15kms from Paderu. On a 1 acre bit of land in a 
tribal tract with Bogata, Kondaragulu and Kodulu tribes the feature of the grove is not only deity 
Sri Mathsalingeswara Swamy but also the perennial stream having fish which are protected by the 
people. The fish seem to respond to human calls and come up when called for accepting food 
offerings. 34 flora recorded in addition to 4 big trees of Mangifera indica, Ficus bengalensis, Plumeria 
alba and Ceiba pentandra. Tiger, bear, monkey, jackals, wild boar, reptiles, birds and many 
invertebrates are among the fauna reported. 

6. Raks h anagi r i - near Gnanapuram 5 kms from Visakhapatnam. A recent grove of 10 acres where 
Jesus Christ is worshipped. 4 big trees of Delonix regia (turai) Ficus benghalensis (marri), Azadirachta 
indica (vepa) and Acacia auriculiformis exist in addition to 61 other flora including other trees 
minor fauna seen. Though recent, the grove is well protected. 


7. Simhachalam in Simhachalam mandal - a well known Srivaraha Lakshmi Narasimha Swamy temple 
on a lOOOacre temple land area in and around a hill with a stream apart from a huge Ficus benghalensis 
tree (marri) there are 23 other botanical species. 2 of them viz Holarrhena antidysentrica and 
Hemidesmus indica have medicinal value. Negligible minor fauna including reptiles seen. While 
grove is protected there is some damage due to illegal felling and tourism. 

8. Upamaka near Nakkapalli. Deity of Sri Venkateswara Swamy on a hill with tribes like Bagatas and 

yalmikis living nearby. There are 4 major trees, Ficus religiosa (ravi), Plumaria alba 
(Nooruvarahalu), Bombax and Azadirachta indica (vepa) and 39 other species of flora including 4 
wall flora. Some mammals are seen but grove favoured by a wide variety of butterflies bees 
scorpions etc well protected grove. ’ ’ 


9- Vaddadi - situated 6 kms from Chodavaram in an area of Gavaras, Kapus and Doras this grove of 
15 acres on temple land has Lord Venkateswara as the deity in a temple on a hill. 4 big trees of 
Mimusops elangi (bogada) Tamanndus indica (chinta), Borassus flabellifer (tati) and Ailanthus 
excelsa (pedda marn) were seen along with 51 other flora and a few fauna. About 300 tamarind 
trees are found and the area is protected by a watchman. ^ 

10. Vaddadi madugula - near Chodavaram. Grove of 30 acres in and around a bill with t h 
Parthasaradhi as the deity in the temple. 4 big trees of Ficus bengalensis (marri) Millingtonia 
hortensis (punnaga), Ficus religiosa (Ravi) and Azadirachta indica (Vepa) are found along vrith 36 

faunL^ we^^-esen^dgrove 8 ' rept ^ 6S anC * many birds, butterfliesand bees^r^amongthe 


The other groves in the district are 
SL No. Name of the Sacred Grove 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 


Araku Valley 
Bheemili 
B.H.P.V 
Bojjannakonda 
Galikonda 


Araku/ Araku 
Bheemili/ Bheemili 
Gajuwaka/ Gajuwaka 
Sankaram/Kasimkota 
Beeswaram / Anantagiri 
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SI. No. 

Name of the Sacred Grove 

Location/Mandal 

6. 

Madinadurgah 

Visakhapatnam/ Visakhapatnam 

7. 

Padmanabham 

Padmanabham/ Visakhapatnam 

8. 

Panchadharla 

Dharlapalem/ Anakapalli 

9. 

Sankavaram 

Satyanarayanapuram/ Anakapalli 

10. 

Srisagaragiri Kanakadurga 

Yarada/ Visakhapatnam 

11. 

Saligramapuram 

Saligramapuram/ Visakhapatnam 

12. 

Vaddimetta 

Vaddimetta/ Nakkapalli 

13. 

Venkateswara temple 

Saligramapuram/ Visakhapatnam 

14. 

Visakhapuri Mary Matha 

Visakhapatnam/ Visakhapatnam 

15. 

Zinc Quarters 

Sriharipuram/ Gajuwaka 


DISTURBED GROVES 

1 . 

Borracaves 

Borra/ Anantagiri 

2. 

Kasipatnam 

Kasipatnam/ S.Kota 

3. 

Modakondamma 

Paderu/ Paderu 

4. 

Tagarapuvalasa 

Tagarapuvalasa/ Bheemili 

5. 

Yelamanchili 

Yelamanchili/ Yelamanchili 
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O n cl i Ijwa (0isakhapatnam District) 
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Mathsa Gundam (Visakhapatnam District) 



Punyagiri (Vizianagaram District) 
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21. Sacred and Protected Groves of 
Vizianagaram District 


* 5 * 


The Vizianagarm district has an area of 6537 Sq.Km with 1170 Sq.Kms of forest area. It has the hilly 
region, the plains and the coastal zones. The average rainfall is 1118mm and temperature range is from 
14°C to 43°C. Preliminary information was gathered from District Gazettes and the work of Dr.M.Venkaiah 
on “studies on the vegetation and flora of Vizianagaram District” as also from individuals, officials etc. 
The district was surveyed for 11 days. 32 sacred groves were identified. Eleven of them are well preserved, 
twelve are less disturbed and nine are disturbed groves. There are 13 big trees with height ranging 
from 10 to 30 metres and girth of 5.5cm to 15metres. These include 3 Ficus bengalensis (marri) trees, 2 
Tamarindus indica (Chinta), 1 Anogeissus acuminata (Pachi), 1 Garuga pinnata (Garuga), 1 Azadirachta 
indica (Vepa), 1 Tiliacora acuminate (Climber), and 1 Strychnos nuxvomica (Mushdi). Rare and interesting 
plants found in the groves include Angiopteris evecta, Arisaema tortuosum, Ceropegia candelabrum, 
Cyathea gigantea, Dioscorea hamiltonii, Drosera burmanii, Entada pursaetha, Garcinia xanthochymus, 
Gnetum ula, Rauvolfia serpentina, Clematis gouriana, Naravelia zeylanica. 

A brief description of the well preserved groves is given below: 

1. Punyagiri - Situated in S.Kota mandal 3kms from S.Kota, the grove covers 100 acres of temple 
land on a gentle slope. Temple of Sri Uma Kotilingeswara Swamy exists. Apart from a large 
Mangifera indica tree, there are 24 other species of flora and 10 of fauna. A waterfall near the grove 
called “Dharagangamma Lova” is also protected. The grove is said to be out of bounds for people 
after 2:00PM everyday except on Sivaratri day. 

2. Paramma Konda - In Pachipenta mandal near Cherukupalli village. Salur is the nearest bus 
stand. The grove extends to 100 acres on a hill and has a seasonal spring. An old temple with 
Paryath 1 and Parameswarudu as deities is situated on the hill top. Abig Ficus bengalensis tree and 
19 other species are recorded. Fauna are negligible. The grove is threatened by grazing and cutting 


condWon^T°T 13 tom Gajapathinagaram. There is an old temple complex in a ruined 

PhXnLs emur Sl0 . pe . c ® ver “f 100 acres - There ar ; 4 Mg trees, 2 of Tamarindus indica, 1 
Srrrr' ^Anogemus acuminata (Pachi). 21 other species of flora and some 
smaller mammals, birds and reptiles are seen. Grove is protected and has a deep cave. 

wiTthe ^?r in S iS iS l0Cate ? 5 kms “T? 1 t un,pam - Coveri "8 200 “res, the deity associated 
worship There 2 1 7, n Maatbam ” a ' ^re is a small temple at which tribals 

(M^nSi) »d ZltnrT f tT aTs ma,aba ™™( Buruga), Mangifera indica 
medicinal nlantsT Tu Ma ' lamadd,) trees and 35 other species of flora including 

grotTXrote^r reP ° rted 88 a ‘ S ° wildboar - ba « s “d reptiles. The 

ttnt to Mot' 3 T* 15 KmS frorn | K “ ru P am 'Situated inside reserve forest. The forest grove 
in tern! ne T f™ 8 8 Gairamma is the deity worshipped by tribals 

(PbmTtIZ 7 ! am ,l 7' J 7 ? tre6S ° f Ganga t ’ inmta ■ Anogeissus acuminata 

indud n IZ a T ”“ i '“ 1 (Cbm ' a) and Mangifera indica are found along with 19 other species 
mduding medicinal ones. Elephants are reported here too as also smaller fauna. The grove is well 
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6. Bothili - Situated 4Kms from Mondem Kallu on road to Neelakantapuram. The grove covers 10 
acres and has a temple with Mallikarjuna Swamy as the main deity. There is a perennial stream. 4 
large trees are there, 2 of Shorea robusta (guggilam/sal) 1 Terminalia tomentosa and 1 Tamarindus 
indica. 9 other species of flora and some lesser fauna are found. Well protected. 

7. Chitrakonda Boddavalasa - 8Kms from Bobbili this is a small grove of 1 acre of temple land on 
a slope having a spring. Deities worshipped by tribals and others are Kotha Polamma and 
Bangaramma. 3 big trees are found viz Bombax malabaricum (Konda Buruga) Terminalia arjuna 
(Tellamaddi) and Strychnos nuxvomica (Mushidi). A big climber Tiliacora acuminata is also found. 
9 other species of flora and some small fauna are seen. Villagers protect the grove well. 

8. Addapu Sila - This grove is 2 Kms from Parvathipuram situated on 50 acres of temple and having 
a temple complex of Sri Kasi Visweswara, Jagannatha and Narasimha. 4 big trees of Ficus bengalensis, 
Bassia latifolia (Ippa), Terminalia arjuna (Tellamaddi) and Feronia elephantum (Velaga) are found 
along with 27 other species. Birds, reptiles and mammals like leopard and bear are reported. Well 
protected. 

9. Konada - This is near the sea shore on an area of 10 acres, 7Kms from National Highway passing 
through Visakhapatnam and Srikakulam. This is the place of confluence of Champavathi river 
with the sea. It has a grove of Borassus flabellifer (Thati) and Pandanus bushes Spinifex littoreus, 
Tephrosia pwrpurea and Ipomoea pes-caprae, Casuarina. Thousands of birds like gulls, little tern, 
Kingfisher are seen. Deity associated with the grove and worshipped by fisherfolk is Nagavi 
Nookalamma Thalli. Grove and birds are protected. 

10. Phoolbagh - 4Kms from Vizianagaram bus complex, this is a 10 acre grove in Reserve Forest 
which has a spring. It is a protected and recently created grove of Forest Department having 
Pterocarpus santalinus (Red sanders), Pterocarpus marsupium (Yegisa which has medicinal qualities) 
and Santalum album, 6 other species of flora also exist. It attracts less fauna. 

11. Bobbili - This is a grove in the Baptist Church 2 Kms on Vizianagaram to Bobbili road. The grove 
is of recent origin and has medicinal plantations and artificially reared birds like peacocks, jungle 
quails. The Church is about a century old. There are 4 big trees of Bombax malabaricum, Dalbergia 
sisso, Millingtonia hortensis (Ponnagu) and Azadirachta indica. 17 other flora an esser fauna are 
seen. 

Other groves in Vizianagaram District are: 

Less Disturbed categories: 

1. Pachipenta (outside village on the banks of Vegavathi river) 

2. Gangubudi (3Kms from Kothavalasa) 

3. Konda Gangupudi (lOKms from Boddam on Kothavalasa -S.Kota road) 

4. Chitrakonda Lova Boddavalasa 

5. Makkuva(20Kms from S.A.Cur) 

6. Lakshmipuram (14 Kms from Kurupam) 

7. Ramatheertham (Nellimerla) 

8. Barinikam (5Kms from National Highway on Chintapalli road) 

9. Vakada Valasa (lOKms from Bobbili towards Balijapet) 
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10. Pachipenta (Inside village at temple site) 

11. Seetha gundam (near Paddevalasa 15Kms from Ramabhadrayapuram) 

12. Gummukota (Gajapathinagaram mandal) 

Disturbed Groves: 

1. Bobbili 

2. Chitada (Bobbin Mandal) 

3. Banjapet 

4. Rajapulova (Bogapuram Mandal) 

5. Konada (Pusapatirega Mandal) 

6. ChintapalU (Parvathipuram Mandal) 

7. ThotapaUi (Parvathipuram Mandal) 

8. Gumma (G.LPuram Mandal) 

9. Kurupam 
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22. Sacred and Protected Groves of Warangal District 


Warangal district has an area of 12900 Sq.Km of which 3720 Sq.Kms are forests being 28% of the area. 

The district has a mean annual rainfall of 799mm and maximum temperature of 41.8°C and minimum of 

15.5°C. A quick survey of the district was done yielding information on 3 sacred groves, a description of 

which follows: 

1. Kotilinga Kshetram - the grove covers 11 acres around Sri Swayambu Narmadha Bhana 
Kotilingeswara Devalayam near. Bollikunta village of Gisukonda mandal. It is 5Kms from Warangal 
via Kasibugga. The grove is not well protected and there is not even a gate to the premises. It 
appears to be private property. There is luxuriant vegetation on the grove. The medicinal plants 

Aerva lanata, Calotropis gigantia, Euphorbia hirta, Phyllanthus acidus, Ocimum sanctum. Cassia 
auriculata, C.fistula, C.occidintalis, Tinospora cordifolia, Boerhavia diffusa, Punicagranatum.Aegle 
marmelos, Solatium nigram, Vitex negundo, Hybanthus enneaspermus, Passiflora eduli, Clitorea 
ternatea, Crotalaria verrucosa, Datura stramonium etc. Flowering plants like Couroupita guianensis 
(nagamalli), crossandra infundibuliformis, Barleria prionotis, Ecabolium, lineanum are also seen 
along with some minor fauna. The grove requires better protection. 

2. Madikonda - located near Kazipet in Madikonda mandal on top of a hill having pool and puddles. 
There is a Eswara temple attracting a number of people on Sivarathri day. The grove is not well 
conserved but has isotes during monsoon and a number of interesting sedges. Many floral elements 
interspersed in the rocks have medicinal value or are rare. The grove needs better protection and 
can be arranged by the Endowments Department 

3 # Padmakshi Gutta - located in Hanumakonda approachable via Bhahmanavada. The area is about 
1 Square Kilometre with Padmakshamma being the deity on the hill. The hill is full of cattle after 
monsoon rains. Medicinal plants include Andrographis paniculata, Alangium salvifolium, 
Amaranthus, Digera muricata, Pupalia lappacea, Wrightia tinctoria, Aristolochia indica, Pergularia 
daemia, Eclipta prostrata, Vernonia cinera, Coccinia grandis, Cyperus rotundus, Phyllanthus 
reticulatus, Euphorbia hirta etc. Ficus and cassia trees are also seen. No significant fauna exist. 
The state of preservation is very poor. 
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23. Sacred and Protected Groves of 
West Godavari District 


The West Godavari District extends over an area of 7800 Sq.Km. The forest area of the district is 810 
Sq.Km and constitutes 10.4% of the geographical area. The district has been surveyed for sacred groves 
for 8 days; 17 groves are identified, of which 4 groves are well preserved, all the rest are subject to 
severe biotic pressures. Ficus religiosa, Ficus benghalensis, Tamarindus indica, Mimusops elengi, Aegle 
marmelos, Strychnos nuxvomica, Terminalia tomentosa, Mangifera indica are some of the species with 
large girth and age in these groves. A description of the well preserved groves is given below. 

1. ' Patdseema - the temple and the grove around it are on an island in the midst of river Godavari, 

approachable by boat from Rajahmundry or Polavaram. The temple and the grove are on a small 
hillock of two hectares in area. The deity is Lord Siva and an annual festival takes place on Sivarathri 
day. The flora occurring in the grove are, Ficus religiosa, Mangifera indica, Plumeria alba (large 
trees) Gyrocarpus species, Acacia indica, Millingtonia hortensis, Phyllanthus embelica, Bauhinia. 
The priest and the watchman only live near the temple and the grove is well preserved. 

2. Pedavegi - located 40Kms from Eluru and near Goppannapalem village. The grove covers 10 
acres of temple land. It was once the capital of Vengi Rajas. It is a saivite shrine over 1000 years old. 
The flora in the grove are Ficus benghalensis (a 100 year old tree), Tinospora cordifolia, Capparis 
zeylanica, Ficus infectoria, Tamarindus indica, Achyranthes aspera, Phyllanthus emblica. 

3. Jeelakarragutta - 90Kms from Eluru near Jeelakarragudem the grove is over 100 hectares. There 
are caves of archaeological interest believed to belong to Buddhist schools. The flora consist of 
Atlantia monophylla, Erythryna monosperma, Bauhinia variegata, Abrus precatorius, Aristalochia. 

4. Gubbalamangamma - located in reserve forest area near Jangareddigudem. This is a sacred 
place for tribals. The Goddess is Gubbalamangamma. The flora consist oiXylia xylocarpa, Sapindus 
emarginatus, Terminalia chebula, Terminalia arjuna and Tamarindus indica. The grove is protected 
by tribals but some encroachment by local landlords exists and continues to be a threat. 

The other groves in West Godavari District are given below 


SI. No. 

Name of the Sacred Grove 

Location/Mandal 

1 . 

Ramayya topu 

Jellugumilli 

2. 

Ratnala Kunta 

Pedavegi 

3. 

Dharma lingeswara 

Lingampalli 

4. 

Guddimetta 

Chintalapudi 

5. 

Erraguttapalli 

Chintalapudi 

6. 

Dannayya Konda 

Kannapuram 

7. 

Sri Maddi Anjaneyaswami 

Jangareddy gudem 

8. 

Manavuramma 

Bhimavaram 

9. 

Sri Venkateswara Swamy Temple 

Jangareddygudem 

10. 

Ramakrishna Tapovanam 

Pedavegi 

11. 

Gadidha bolu Konda 

Jangareddygudem 

12. 

Kandarayudu tippa 

Chintalapudi 

13. 

Dwaraka Tirumala 

Bhimadole 
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Pattiseema (West Godavari District) 
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Conclusions and Recommendations 


The process of listing the sacred and protected groves has been a rewarding one. Some of the treasures 
of biodiversity preserved due to the correct attitude of people to them have been highlighted. It is quite 
possible that the exercise has left out some groves and a measure of success of this effort will be if more 
people come forward to reveal more such treasures. It is also clear more taxonomic work is required, 
particularly on fauna. 

But satisfaction at the process will be empty if there is no critical look at the state of preservation of the 
groves and if there is no scientific follow up of these findings with a view to gain detailed taxonomic 
knowledge and link it to both conservation and sustainable utilisation where practical. It is clear from a 
number of the reports received that many groves are facing threats of destruction and even extinction. 
Some are already in a degraded state. The forces of modernisation and increase in demand for fuel, 
fodder etc are not passing by these groves but making inroads into them. The local people get sucked 
into this incursion, often unknowingly. The sanctity of the groves no longer impresses some of them 
who feel deprived of economic resources and mistakenly make unsustainable drawals on these natural 
resources. We are at a point of time when we have to restore to these groves their dignity and utility 
while ensuring alternatives are provided to the local population. We have to marry science and tradition 
to conserve knowingly, both in-situ and ex-situ i.e where the groves have rare and endangered flora and 
fauna they should be protected as they are to the extent possible. Where the threats are great some of 
the genetic material amenable to cultivation should also be grown elsewhere under care. For such ex- 
situ cultivation, a careful linkage between industry and local villages should be established such that 
the benefits of both traditional knowledge and current effort flow equitably to local communities. Such 
efforts should be tied up with the general efforts in the country to conserve biodiversity and foster the 
rights of tribals, traditional knowledge holders (like the vaids and women) and farmers. 

This requires a long drawn out effort but there is a danger that in the meanwhile the groves may 
deteriorate for want of some protection to supplement what the people or communities are capable of. 
Some of the groves already have a measure of legal protection when they are inside Reserve Forests or 
notified sanctuaries and national parks. But most of them are outside, either on temple or private land 
or government land designated for other uses. It is necessary to look at the Forest Act, Wildlife Protection 
Act, Revenue codes. Endowments Act, Acts relating to Wakf properties etc and see if amendments can 
be promoted to recognise and notify these groves and ensure interference in it attracts legal redressal 
and penalties. If this is done through different enactments and different authorities, there should be 
overall coordination at the district and state levels to ensure similar approaches are adopted. 

But protection cannot be ensured through laws and rules alone as the groves are scattered in nature 
and clandestine activities cannot be checked except at an unconscionable cost to the exchequer. It is 
therefore necessary to look at ways of strengthening public participation in both protection and 
management of the groves. The involvement of NGOs’ where existing and taking constructive interest 
in this will be equally helpful. The structures that exist under schemes like Joint Forest Management 
and Ecodevelopment could be explored for the purpose. At village level there should be specific allocation 
of funds under Panchayats and schemes of government for creating alternative sources of supply of 
fuel, fodder etc for people who would otherwise raid the groves. Very strong involvement of women in 
these schemes and proper extension education to villagers on scientific value of groves must be ensured. 
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It is also necessary to ensure that in environmental impact assessment exercises due attention is paid 
to these sacred and protected groves wherever projects are likely to impinge on them. 

To oversee all this, it is necessary that there is a Committee at State level involving Ministry of 
Environment and Forests, Revenue and Endowment Departments, Agriculture and Animal Husbandry 
Departments, prominent NGOs’ dedicated to causes of conservation, scientists from biological sciences 
of important universities, experts from institutions like Botanical Survey, Zoological Survey of India, 
Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, Environment Protection Training and Research Institute (EPTRI) 
etc. The Committee should be mandated to meet atleast once a quarter and be given access to resources 
to follow up on these recommendations which it can oversee. 

In order to promote sustainable use of the biodiversity, detailed taxonomic studies of all these areas 
have to be done first. This requires support for funds earmarked for biodiversity conservation whether 
from State or Central Governments or external sources. This should be coordinated by a strong scientific 
panel set up by the Department of Environment and State Council of Science and Technology. The 
University system, especially the life science departments, should be involved but there should be 
standardisation of their techniques and costs through the directions of the high level panel. 

As the studies are completed, the State Government should bring on board scientists and industrialists 
(drawing in the main from pharmaceutical, chemical and food processing industries) along with Forest 
and Agriculture Departments to evolve packages for ex-situ cultivation. Technologists should be 
associated with Rural and Tribal Development agencies to introduce processing and value addition 
efforts at village level based on stock drawn from the wild and cultivated on village lands on a large 
scale for purposes of medicine, fast food etc. This should be overseen by an interdisciplinary panel set 
up by the Department of Environment and Forests having scientists, technologists, industrialists, farmers, 
foresters etc. 

Finally, people should be encouraged to visit these places both for education and personal edification. 
Carefully developed ecotourism packages can meet this requirement. 
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ANNEXURE-1 


Members of Advisory Committee on 
Sacred and Protected Groves of Andhra Pradesh 


1. R. Rajamani, IAS (Retd) 

Former Secretary, 

Ministry of Environment & Forests, 
Government of India. 

2. Dr. J.V. Ramana Rao, (Retd) 
Professor of Zoology, 

Osmania University. 

3. Prof. V. Venkateswarlu 
Department of Botany 
Osmania University, 

Hyderabad 

4. Prof.M.A.Khan, 

Department of Zoology, 

Osmania University, 

Hyderabad 

5. Sri T. Rama Krishna, IFS 
Chief Conservator of Forests, 
Andhra Pradesh 
Hyderabad 

6. Dr. D.C.S. Raju, 

Retd. Joint Director, 

Botanical Survey of India 
Hyderabad. 

7. R.K. Rao, IFS (Retd) 

Director, 

WWF-India, 

A.P.State Office. 


Chairman 


Member 


Member 


Member 


Member 


Member 


Member Secretary 
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ANNEXURE -1 Contd. 


Universities and faculty members who 
participated in collection of field data 


University 

Districts Covered 

Names of Faculty Members 

1. Andhra University, 
Visakhapatnam 

1. Srikakulam 

2. Vizianagaram 

3. Visakhapatnam 

4. East Godavari 

Project Coordinator: 

Prof. M. Uma Maheswara Rao 
Field Investigators: 

Dr. K. Laxminarayana 

Dr. M. Venkaiah 

Dr. N.A.V. Prasad Reddy 

Mr. K. Srinivasa Rao 

2. Sri Venkateswara 
University, 

Tirupathi 

5. Chittoor 

Project Coordinator: 

Prof. K. Narayana Rao 

Field Investigators: 

Mr. R. Vijaya Kumar 

Mr. V. Nagaraju 

3. Sri Krishna Devaraya 
University, 

Anantapur 

6. Anantapur 

7. Kurnool 

8. Cuddapah 

9. Prakasam 

Project Coordinator: 

Prof.T.Pullaiah 

Field Investigator: s 

Dr.B.Ravi Prasad Rao 

/ 4. Sri Krishna Devaraya 
University, 

Anantapur 

10. Nellore 

Project Coordinator: 

Dr. B. Ravi Prasad Rao 

Field Investigators: 

Sri M. Pattabiram 

Sri I. Bujjamma 

5. Kakateeya University, 
Warangal 

11. Khammam 

12. Warangal 

13. Karimnagar 

14. Adilabad 

Project Coordinator and 

Investigator: 

Dr. Vatsayan S.Raju 

6. Osmania University, 
Hyderabad 

15. Hyderabad 

16. Rangareddy 

17. Nalgonda 

18. Mahbubnagar 

Project Coordinator: 

Prof. T. Rajagopal 

Field Investigators: 

Sri Vinod Goud (Mahabubnagar) 
Dr. S. Srinivasa Rao (Nalgonda) 
Sri Krishna Prasad 

7. University of Hyderabad, 
Hyderabad. 

19. Medak 

20. Nizamabad 

Field Investigator: 

Dr. K Seshagiri Rao 

8. WWF - A.P. State Office, 

21. Guntur 

22. Krishna 

23. West Godavari 

Field Investigators: 

Mr. I.S. Rao, 

Education Officer, 

Lecturers of local colleges 
WWF-India, A.P.State Office. 
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ANNEXURE - II 


Format adopted for Collection of data on Sacred Groves 


I. GENERAL 

1. Location 

2. Nearest Human Habitation 

3. Route description to Grove: 

II. LAND DESCRIPTION 

1. Area of the grove 

2. Ownership over the 
Sacred Grove Land 

3. Nature of Terrain 

4. Nature of Soil 

5. Water source category 

6. Water source nature 

7. Special attributes to water 


Temple Land/ Reserve Forest/Revenue Land/ Private Land 
Plain Land/Gentle Slope/ Steep Slope/ 

Hill/Wetland/ Hilltop ridge 

Sandy/ Sandy Loam/ Clayey Loam/ Clay/ Red 

Spring/Water-fall/Pool/Lake/Stream/River/None 

Perennial /Seasonal 
Medicinal/Mineral/Curative/None 


III. HISTORICAL/RELIGIOUS/SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE GROVE 

1. Diety associated with the grove : 

2. Jathras/Festivals : 

3. Tribes/Communities involved : 

4. Local History, Significance and 

Taboos of the grove : 


IV. FLORA & FAUNA OF THE SACRED GROVE 

1. Nature of Vegetation of the : Natural Forest/Distrubed Forest/ 

surrounding area of the grove Scrub/Scrubsavanna/ Grasslands/Cropped area 

2. Largest Tree(s) of the grove 
(Botanical & Local Name with 

Girth & Height in Metres & Approximate Age): 

a) _ 

b) _ 

c) _ 

d) _ 

3. Shrubs : Many/Few 

4. Ground cover nature : a) Thick grass/ little grass, but with 

other herbs/No under growth 

b) Leaf litter accumulation considerable/little 

c) Seedling regeneration Many/Few 

5. Plants identified from the grove: (Attach separate sheet) 

6. Fauna reported to frequent the grove: 

V. CONSERVATION STATUS OF THE GROVE & OTHER NOTES 

Name of the Investigator : 

Date of Visit : 
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ANNEXURE - III 


List of medicinal, rare and endemic plants recorded from the 
Sacred and Protected Groves of Andhra Pradesh 


Abutilon indicum 
Actionopteris dichotoma 
Adiantum philippinense 
Aegle marmelos 
Ailanthus excelsa 
Albizia sikharamensis 
Argyreia arakuensis 
Aristolochia indica 
Azadirachta indica 
Boswellia serrata 
Butea monosperma 
Cajanus cajanifolia 
Caralluma attenuata 
Cassia auriculata 
Cassytha filiformis 
Chloroxylon sweitenia 
Cissus vitiginea 
Clematis gouriana 
Clitorea ternatea 
Colebrookea oppositifolia 
Costus speciosus 
Crotalaria paniculata 
Curcuma amarissima 
Cycas beddomei 
Datura stramonium/ D.metal 
Dioscorea glabra 
Eclipta prostrata 
Equisetum 
Erithryna variegata 
Eulophia explanata 
Ficus benghalensis 
Givotia rottleriformis 
Gnetum scandens 
Habenaria platyphylla 
Hemidesmus indica 
Holoptela integrifolia 
Hypericum mysorensi 


Achyranthes aspera 
Adhatoda vasica/Azeylanica 
Adina cordifolia 
Aerva lanata 
Alangium salvifolium 
Andrographis paniculata 
Argyreia nervosa 
Asparagus racemosus 
Boswellia ovalifoliata 
Bupleurum andhricum 
Caesalpinia bonduc 
Calotropis gigantia 
Cardiospermum halicacabum 
Cassia fistula 
Catharanthus roseus 
Cissampelos pareira 
Citrus medica 
Clerodendron inerme 
Cocculus hirsutus 
Commiphora caudata 
Crataeva magna 
Curculigo orchioides 
Cyathea gigantea 
Cymbopogon flexuosus 
Dillenia pentagyna 
Drosera burmanii 
Ensete glaucum 
Eriolaena lushingtonii 
Erythroxylon monogynum 
Euphorbia hirta 
Garuga pinnata 
Gloriosa superba 
Gymneme sylvestre 
Helicteres isora 
Holarrhena antidysenterica 
Hybanthus enuaespermus 
Kalanchoe cherukondensis 
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ANNEXURE - III Contd. 


List of medicinal, rare and endemic plants recorded from the 
Sacred and Protected Groves of Andhra Pradesh 


Lecuas aspera 
Limonia acidissima 
Mallotus philippensis 
Mimosa prainiana 
Moringa concanensis 
Musa Rosacea 
Ocimum tenuiflorum 
Phyllanthus amarus 
Pimpinella tirupatiensis 
Prosopis cineraria 
Pterocarpus marsupium 
Randia dumetorum 
Rauvolfia sarpentina 
Sanseveria roxburghiana 
Scaevola taccada 
Semecarpus anacardium 
Solanum nigrum 
Sphaeranthus indicus 
Strychnos nuxvomica 
Syzygium cumini 
Terminalia arjuna 
Terminalia chebula 
Thalictrum foliolusum 
Trianthema decandra 
Tridax procumbens 
Tylophora asthmatica 
Urena lobata 
Vanilla wightiana 
Vrginea nagarjunae 
Woodfordia fruticosa 


Leucas molissima 
Luffa acutangula 
Marsdenia volubilis 
Morinda tinctoria 
Murraya koenigi 
Oberonia falconeri 
Oxystema lanceolatus 
Phyllanthus emblica 
Pongamia pinnata 
Psilotum nudum 
Pterocarpus santalinus 
Rauvolfia canescens 
Rhizophora apiculata 
Sarcostemma acidum 
Scyphyphota hydrophillacea 
Shorea tumbaggaia 
Soymida febrifuga 
Sterculia urens 
Strychnos potatorum 
Tephrosia purpurea 
Terminalia bellirica 
Terminalia tomentosa 
Tinospora cordifolia 
Tribulus terrestris 
Triphasia reticulata 
Tylophora indica 
Vanda tissellata 
Vitex negundu 
Withania somnifera 
Urginea nagarjunae 
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World Wide Fund For Nature-India 

The World Wide Fund for Nature-India (WWF-India), formerly knows as the World Wildlife Fund- 
India, was established in 1969 as a Charitable Trust under the Bombay Public Trusts Act of 1950. 
Today, WWF-India is the country’s largest conservation NGO with a network of State and Divisional 
Offices spread across the country. Its Secretariat is in New Delhi. The organisation is part of the WWF 
family worldwide, with 24 independently registered and autonomously functioning WWF National 
Organisations. A coordinating International Secretariat, the WWF International is located in Switzerland. 

WWF-India started life as a modest wildlife conservation organisation with a focus on protecting particular 
species of wild fauna Over the years, the perspective broadened to encompass conservation of habitats, 
ecosystems and support to the management of the country’s protected areas network. In 1989, WWF- 
India articulated its Mission as follows, to suit India’s specific ecological and socio-cultural circumstances: 

“The promotion of nature conservation and environmental protection as the basis for 
sustainable and equitable development”. 

In essence, the central goal is the conservation of India’s biological diversity through a multi-pronged 
strategy which stresses community based approaches. Most WWF-India programmes are oriented to 
this. 

WWF-India completed in 1994, twenty-five years of service to the cause of promoting harmony between 
humankind and nature. 



WWF 

World Wide Fund For Nature-India 
172-B, Lodi Estate, Max Muller Marg, 
New Delhi -110 003 
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